
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 182nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER

Minutes of the Saturday, February 5th, 2005 Meeting

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Note from the Secretary: These meeting minutes have been developed in a topic-detail style that departs from that of a topic-headline style.  It is done so to deliver a document better suited for providing a historical background related to the discussions and decisions that occurred at the meeting.  A brief summary of the motions, decisions and major announcements made during the meeting can be found at the end of these minutes.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CALL TO ORDER, PRESENTATION OF AGENDA, MINUTES OF PAST MEETING:

Chairman Bill Ridley called the meeting to order at 1300 hours in the Fellowship Hall of the Chapel complex at Fort Myer, Virginia.  Twenty (20) members and one (1) guest were present.

MEMBERS PRESENT (20)

(H) = Honorary Member;  (D) Director

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill Ridley, Chairman


Bob Woods, Vice Chair
Ken Younger, Past Chair

Ray Hilgart, Secretary


William Martin, Chaplain
Herm Krum

Ken Leggett



Rita Leggett (H)

Jim Whitenack

Gordon Sumner (D)


LaRue Owens (H)

Dick Owens

Robert F. Elliott (D)


Kimani Harris


James Rodier

Wally Parr



Jack Thompson (D)

Wilson Carr

Rachel “Skip” McGrath (H)

Reginald C Grier (D)

GUESTS PRESENT (1)

Brad Owens, guest of Dick and LaRue Owens

PRELIMINARY ACTIVITIES AND REMARKS

Agenda: Chairman Ridley distributed the meeting agenda sheet, welcomed the members, spouses and guests and thanked them for taking the time to attend.

Invocation: Chaplain Nominee, Bill Martin, gave the airborne invocation.

Pledge of Allegiance: Sergeant-at-Arms, Trooper Ray Hilgart, led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Election of the Chapter Chaplain:  Chairman Ridley stated that the first order of business would be to elect a Chapter Chaplain. He followed by placing in nomination Col (Retired) William “Bill” Martin for the position, a nomination seconded by Gordon Sumner.  Members present then voted unanimously to elect William Martin as the Chapter Chaplain to whom Chairman Ridley immediately administered the oath of office.  Chaplain Martin then remarked that it was a pleasure to again be serving with an element of the Airborne community and proceeded to give the membership an historical overview of his life as a Chaplain, highlighting his service as the Division Chaplain of the 82nd Airborne Division and that of the Corps and Post Chaplain of the XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg.   

New Members:  SSG Kimani Harris introduced himself as a long-time All-American, active duty member of the Association having recently moved to the DC area.  SSG Harris stated that he served with the 82nd Airborne Division during the period 1997-2003 and has recently become a married man.  He is an enlisted aide to a General Officer and lives in Bowie, Maryland.

MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2005:  The Chapter Secretary distributed the draft minutes of the meeting of Saturday, January 8th, 2004 to the members present and asked that all present review them.  After a short discussion and a correction related to the amount of the 50/50 raffle award, Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the minutes with the one specified correction.  Ken Leggett seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously with one abstainer, the abstainer not being present at the last meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Current Reports:  Chapter Treasurer Dave A. Cain could not be available for the meeting as a result of recent hospitalization and surgical procedures.  Thus the current financial reports were not available.

Final 2004 Reports:  Past Chapter Treasurer, Wally Parr, distributed the updated year-end DC Chapter financial reports to the membership.  They included the Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2004 and the Profit and Loss Statement for the period January 1 through December 31, 2004.  As explained by Wally, the bottom line is that the DC Chapter experienced a loss of $708 during 2004, mostly as a result of the Chapter summer picnic ($700), a free-gratis activity for the membership, and the contribution to the Welcome Soldiers Home Fund ($330).  Expenses for both were approved by the membership but were unbudgeted.  Following a review and discussion of the reports, a motion was made by Trooper Gordon Sumner to accept the financial reports as written.  The motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and approved unanimously by voice vote of the membership.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Chairman’s Report: 
· Chairman Ridley stated that Chapter plans for the Funk Memorial luncheon are in progress.  Tentative plans call for the luncheon to be held on Saturday, June 4, 2005 although Larue Owens indicated that there is some doubt as to the extent of participation of members of the 508th PIR WWII Association wherein that the Association and its colors have been retired.  Chairman Ridley emphasized the fact the DC Chapter hosts the Funk Luncheon to provide the setting for the award of the Leonard Funk Educational Award and the luncheon event will occur with or without the participation of 508th Association members.  Discussion then surrounded the cost of the luncheon, the letter to Mrs. Leonard Funk and possible notification letters to former 508th Association members.  Chairman Ridley closed the discussion stating that more substantial information would be available at the next meeting.

· Chairman Ridley addressed the subject of the DC Trooper newsletter stating that it would be published on a quarterly basis and distributed via email and, when the Chapter finances permit, to those with postal addresses.  He urged the membership to provide input, both news and photos, when possible and if appropriate.

· Chairman Ridley reported that the annual Association Convention for 2005 would be held in Milwaukee during the period 10-13 August 2005.  A DC Chapter member would be selected to represent the Chapter at the convention.  A brief announcement of this event is included on the back cover of the Winter 2004-05 issue of the Paraglide and more detailed information can be expected in the Spring 2005 issue.

Vice-Chairman’s Report:  Vice Chair Bob Woods reported on the planned dinner meeting in March.  The meeting is to be held on or near Saturday, March 5th but specifics were not yet available.  The Vice-Chair asked for a discussion as to the preferred day and time.  Members would be notified within a week or two as to the specific time and place of the meeting and the type and costs related to the dinner.  Trooper Bob Elliott stated he would attempt to line up a speaker for the event.

Treasurer’s Report: None – Treasurer Dave Cain could not be present.

Chaplain’s Report:  In addition to his election introductory remarks above, Chaplain Martin stated that he remains available to all at his home phone 703-729-9455.  He further stated that any information from the membership related to the illness, hospitalization and deaths of chapter members or their families would be appreciated.
Secretary’s Report:

· Secretary Hilgart addressed the development of the Member Notification Plan. 

· As explained, the Plan would be to telephonically notify those members not having an email address of important issues a soon as possible after they surface.  These issues would include the illness, hospitalization and deaths of Chapter members and those Association members whose life may have had an impact on the prestige and the history of the entire Airborne community.

· The basic plan would be to send a notification message to all Chapter members having an email address.  Such members would be asked to volunteer to place a phone call to one or two members not having an email address.  The greater number of volunteers, the fewer phone calls each would be required to make.  The success of this Plan depends on the number of volunteers to place the phone calls and its development will be addressed at the next meeting.

· The Secretary presented the current DC Chapter membership report via a handout data sheet.  The data sheet included the means of communications with these members.  As of February 5, 2005, the current status showed a total of 413 individuals on the membership roster listed as follows:

	MEMBERSHIP STATUS
	JAN 8 2005
	FEB 5 2005
	CHANGE

	All-American Life Members
	237
	238
	+1

	Honorary Members (Assn & DC Chapter)
	7
	7
	0

	Annual Members paid up to date
	72
	71
	-1

	Annual Members-2005 renewal not received
	36
	33
	-3

	Past Annual Members in Arrears
	49
	47
	-2

	Members now Deceased
	14
	14
	0

	Membership Status yet Undetermined
	3
	3
	0

	TOTAL ROSTER ENTRIES
	418
	413
	-5


The means of communications with the 413 on the membership roster breaks down as follows:

Email………………………………..167 (includes 42 delinquent members)

Postal Mail…………………….……161

Too Far from DC Area………………33

None………………………………….52 (38 Delinquent and 14 Deceased Members)

· Secretary Hilgart stated that the February 2005 DC Trooper Newsletter was sent to only those having an email address.  It was not sent to those having only a postal address because the mailing would have cost in excess of $80.  A solution to this problem of distribution to postal addressees has not yet been resolved.  A copy was passed out to those members present who had not received a copy.

Veteran Service Officer’s Report:  Dr. Reginald “Reggie” Grier reported on the activities of the DC Chapter related to services provided to veterans.  

· Reggie emphasized that there are numerous veterans and government publications available to the general public which provide to the veteran a wealth of information on such things as social security, Armed Force Retirement homes, veterans benefits and medical and prescription drug benefits.  Those who are in search of information should see him after the meeting or give him a call at 301-336-7879.

· Reggie announced that the Casualty Assistance Program of Fort Myer is in great need of volunteers to provide casualty assistance to retirees and their families.  This is a program of retirees providing assistance to retirees.  In many cases the work involves assistance to aged widows of veterans who are not knowledgeable of the latest policies and procedures to be followed to properly settle records and accounts of their spouses.  The Fort Myer Office is in Building 202 and the phone number is 703-696-3237.  A four hour training program at Fort Myer provides the volunteer all the basic information necessary for the volunteer to begin the assistance work and such volunteers are assigned case(s) by the Fort Myer office.

· Reggie reported on the program to assist the members of the Incarcerated Post MDI-01 of the Veterans of the Vietnam War in Jessup, Maryland.  He indicated that since he began the monthly assistance program in November 2003, he has become somewhat of a permanent fixture at the Jessup prison.  His programs cover a multitude of subjects and are very well received, both by the incarcerated veterans and the prison staff.  In fact, the demand for his services has become such that it has been difficult for him to withdraw from the program.  The incarcerated veterans depend upon him very much.  Reggie stated that he has frequently asked for DC Chapter members to accompany him on his scheduled visits to the prison and expressed his disappointment that since the start of the program no members have responded to such requests.  Nonetheless, Reggie stated that he has a deep interest in the program and will continue with or without membership help.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Chairman Bill Ridley reported the receipt of the following correspondence:

· Letter from the Executive Director of the Association in which the Chapter was lauded for a job well done during the Veteran’s Day activities in Washington, DC.  A copy of the letter is attached.  Vice Chair Bob Woods stated that a full report of the Veteran’s Day activities sponsored by the Association was included on pages 18-19 of the Winter 2004-05 issue of the Paraglide.

· Letter from the Executive Director of the Association forwarding comments and suggestions for inclusion in the Chapter Bylaws revision.  See “Old Business” below.

· Association Bulletin #534 dated January 14, 2005:  Chairman Ridley highlighted some items contained therein that may be of interest to membership.  They were:

· Recent passing of Mrs. Yolanda Spataro, widow of Past President Fred Spataro.

· Deployment of Falcon Brigade (2nd/3rd 325 AIR) to Iraq for security during elections.

· BG Michael Ferriter, ADC-OPS promoted to current rank on January 7th, 2005

· BG James Huggins, XVIII AbnC C/S, promoted to current rank on January 7th, 2005.

· Membership rebate checks due to Chapters in early February.

· All-American Week, Fort Bragg in May - Read Paraglide for details and registration.

OLD BUSINESS:

Financial Accounting Software:  Chairman Ridley stated that the Chapter financial accounting software issue discussed at the January 8th 2005 meeting has been satisfactorily resolved.

Hotel Reimbursement Fee:  Past Chair Ken Younger stated that the Chapter is not yet in receipt of the $75 hotel reimbursement fee for Ed Maltese at the 2004 Association convention.  He further stated that he would continue to follow the matter until resolved.
Chapter Bylaws Revision:  Chairman Ridley reported that a response had been received from the Association concerning the revision to the Chapter Bylaws submitted by the Chapter on November 8th, 2004.  The Association response included comments and suggestions to be applied to the revised Chapter Bylaws and which is to be resubmitted in accordance with existing policy and procedures of the Association.

Christmas Banquet (2005): A brief discussion was held concerning the Christmas Holiday Banquet; however no new or significant information evolved.  The Chairman stated that the he will be continuing to talk with those who are developing the program and when new information becomes available he will so inform the membership.

Membership Drives:  Rachel “Skip” McGrath asked if the Chapter plans to continue membership drives with stations set up at the entrances to the various Post Exchanges within the area.  The general consensus of the membership is that such activities are not effective based upon past results.  Such membership drive stations developed some interest and discussions from those passing by but the few membership application forms that were handed out were generally not returned.   Chairman Ridley noted that membership drives were being continued in conjunction with other activities of the Chapter such as the Armed Forces Day Support at Andrews Air Force Base where the 82nd conducted parachute jumps each day of the 3-day event and during the Veterans Day Hospitality activities.  The Vice-Chair suggested that the Army 10-Miler event also be an activity where a membership drive station should be set up.

Intra-Chapter Communications:  Director Jack Thompson addressed the subject.  He strongly recommended that the Chapter use personal, word-of-mouth contact for communications with members as much as possible.  With a Member Notification Plan such as suggested by the Secretary, a near 1-to-1 ratio exists between email and postal addresses.  By requesting email addressees to provide results of attempted phone contacts with postal addressees a closer relationship could possibly develop within the membership that would in turn create a more involved membership.  Jack questioned the effectiveness of email contacts because they have become so common and so impersonal.

. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Armed Forces Day DC Chapter Activities:  Chairman Ridley announced that the invitation to participate in the Armed Forces Day Open House activities at Andrews Air Force Base had been received.  Events are scheduled for Friday through Sunday (20–22 May 2005).  The Chairman emphasized that the air shows, demonstrations and displays are some of the best to be seen.  Weather permitting, the show generally includes a parachute operation on each of the there days conducted by a major unit of the 82nd Airborne Division.  Chapter activities include membership recruiting, sales of Association and Chapter paraphernalia, display of Chapter and National Colors and distribution of brochures, pamphlets and posters to promote the Airborne spirit.  All this is done toward spreading the image of the 82nd Airborne Division Association, the DC Chapter and the accomplishments of the Airborne within the community.    

OTHER BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Planned Award of the French Legion of Honor:  Trooper Bob Elliott reported that three members of the DC Chapter who have served with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII have provided the necessary documentation so to be considered for the award of the French Legion of Honor.  The three members are: James Rodier, Herm Krum and Richard Owen.  If approved for the award, it will probably be presented on or about D-Day, 6 June 2005.

Directors’ Meeting of February 5, 2005:  Chairman Ridley reported that the Director’s met in formal session with the following eight (8) officers and directors present:

William Ridley
Gordon Sumner
Robert Woods

Reggie Grier

Kenneth Younger
Robert Elliott

Ray Hilgart

Jack Thompson

· The following issues were discussed and decisions made:

· Intra-Chapter Communications:
See Secretary’s Report above. 

· Financial Accounting Software:
See Old Business above. 


· DC Trooper Newsletter:

See Chairman’s Report above.

· Funk Education Award Committee:
Gordon Sumner to review (revise) Plan.

Member Awards:

· Kenneth Younger was awarded the Past Chapter Chairman Pin indicating superb performance as the DC Chapter Chairman for the past two years.

· The following Chapter members were formally acknowledged and honored with the 82nd Airborne Division Association’s Certificate of Appreciation for outstanding volunteer support and services during the 2004 Veterans’ Day activities.

James V. Rodier
Kenneth Leggett
Rita Leggett

Gerri Porter

Rachel McGrath
Robert F. Elliott
Herman Krum

James Whitenack

Sick Call and Condolences:

· Trooper Bill Katzenstein remains in rehabilitation at Cherry Dale Health & Rehabilitation Center, 3710 Lee Highway, Arlington, VA  22207, Phone (703) 842-1304.  His release date has not been determined.

· Trooper Buck Owen remains at home still a little under the weather.

· Bud Dutton is experiencing serious eyesight problems and will undergo surgery.

50/50 Raffle:  The 50/50 Raffle was held.  Ticket sale for the event netted a total of $65.00.  A total of $32.50 is being allocated to the DC Chapter as 50/50 raffle income and $32.50 is being allocated to the winner, Jack Thompson.   Jack donated his winnings of $32.50 as a gift to the DC Chapter.

Next Meeting: Chairman Ridley re-iterated that the next formal membership meeting would be a dinner meeting on or about Saturday, March 5, 2005 at a place to be determined.  Membership will be notified at a later date as to the specific time and place.

ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION: 

Adjournment:  The motion to adjourn was made by Gordon Sumner.  The motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and approved unanimously by voice vote.

Benediction:  Chaplain Martin gave the Airborne Benediction.

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS, DECISIONS AND MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contained in D.C. Chapter meeting minutes of February 5th, 2005

Election of the Chapter Chaplain:  Col (Retired) William “Bill” Martin was nominated for the position of DC Chapter Chaplain by Chairman Ridley.  Gordon Sumner seconded the nomination and members present voted unanimously to elect William Martin as the Chapter Chaplain

Meeting Minutes of Jan 8th , 2005:  Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the minutes with one specified correction.  Ken Leggett seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously with one abstainer, the abstainer not being present at the last meeting.
Treasurer’s Report (Final) for Year 2004:  A motion was made by Gordon Sumner to accept the updated financial reports for Year 2004 as written.  The motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and approved unanimously by voice vote of the membership.

DC Chapter Newsletter:  Chairman Ridley stated it would be published on a quarterly basis and distributed via email and, when the Chapter finances permit, to those with postal addresses.

Association Convention for Year 2005:  Chairman Ridley reported that the annual Association Convention for 2005 would be held in Milwaukee during the period 10-13 August 2005.  A DC Chapter member would be selected to represent the Chapter at the convention.

Member Notification Plan:  Secretary Hilgart explained that the objective of the Member Notification Plan would be to telephonically notify those members not having an email address of important issues a soon as possible after they surface.

Casualty Assistance Program for Retirees:  Reggie Grier announced that the Casualty Assistance Program of Fort Myer is in need of volunteers to provide casualty assistance to retirees and their families.  This is a program of retirees providing assistance to retirees.

Armed Forces Day DC Chapter Activities:  Chairman Ridley announced that the DC Chapter would participate in the Armed Forces Day Open House activities at Andrews Air Force Base during the period 20–22 May 2005.

50/50 Raffle:  Ticket sales netted $65.00.  $32.50 will go to DC Chapter as income; $32.50 as a gift from the winner, Jack Thompson. 

Adjournment:  The motion to adjourn was made by Gordon Sumner and seconded by Jim Whitenack   Motion to adjourn carried unanimously by voice vote.

WASHINGTON, DC. CHAPTER

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Activity Calendar for 2005 (tentative)

Sun 
Mar 6

Chapter dinner meeting at Spates Hall, Fort Myer.  Time TBD

Sat
Apr 2

Chapter meeting



------

Orde-Wingate Ceremony... .POC (TBD)

Sat
May 7

Chapter Meeting*

Fri
May 20-22
Armed Forces Day Air Show @ Andrews …. POC Chairman Ridley

Mon
May 23-29
All-American Week – Fort Bragg, NC

Thu
Jun 2

Chapter Dinner Meeting (TBD)

Sat
Jun 4

1SG Leonard Funk Memorial & Luncheon  … POC (TBD)


------

Chapter Picnic ………POC (TBD)

Wed
Aug 10-13
82nd Airborne Division Association Convention @ Milwaukee

Sat
Sep 3

Chapter Meeting*

Sat
Oct 1

Chapter Meeting*

Army 10 Miler …….POC (TBD)

Sat
Nov 5

Chapter Meeting

Fri
Nov 11-13
Veteran’s Day Operations

Sat
Dec 3

Christmas Party / Holiday Banquet ….POC Skip McGrath

*Board of Directors Meeting 1 hour prior to Regular Meeting

3 DECEMBER 2004

Chairman Kenneth M. Younger

Washington DC Chapter

82d Airborne Division Association, Inc.

7710 Stone Wheat Court

Alexandria, VA 22315-3727

Dear Chairman Younger

Once again I must express the appreciation and thanks from the Association for a job well done during the 2004 Veterans' Day activities in Washington, DC. It gets better every year. You must express our comments to those that volunteered their time and effort in making it the success it was, in the best Airborne tradition.

President Becker and all the members that attended the activities were more than satisfied with the hospitality shown by members of both chapters and the conduct of the ceremonies. Those that attended before continue to be impressed by the changes made and it appears that this is the way to go in the future. Without a doubt, we need to reserve the hotel for next year (8-11 Nov) as well as the catering individual, Frank Branch. The hors d'oeuvres were in quantity as well as quality, and within the budget established. The Project Officer, Paul DeVries, did his thing in constraining the overall budget while putting together a first class activity for our members. I understand that coordination this year between him and both chapters went smooth and we also appreciate this.

Again, please pass our thanks and appreciation to your chapter membership and encourage their attendance in future activities. Wishing you, yours, and the membership the very best, I remain....

Fraternally,

s/Manuel E. De Jesus

p/MANUEL E. DE JESUS

Enclosures


Cert of App

P.S. - Apologize for the lateness of this letter but upon my return, I found myself with a backlog of early bird memberships; nothing new as it happens every year.
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