
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 182nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER

Minutes of the Saturday, November 6th, 2004 Meeting

CALL TO ORDER, PRESENTATION OF AGENDA, MINUTES OF PAST MEETING:

Chairman Ken Younger called the meeting to order at 1300 hours in the Fellowship Hall of the Chapel complex at Fort Myer, Virginia.  Fourteen (14) members and three (3) spouses and/or guests were present.

MEMBERS PRESENT (17)

(H) = (Honorary Member)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ken Younger, Chairman

Robert Amos, Secretary
Buck Simmons, Chaplain

Ray Hilgart, Recorder


Ken Leggett


Jim Whitenack

George Stoeckert


Rita Leggett (H)

Wilson Carr

Reggie Grier



Robert F. Elliott

Herm Krum

David Cain



Russ Glick


Rachel “Skip” McGrath (H)

Bill Katzenstein


Mary Simmons (H)

PRELIMINARY ACTIVITIES AND REMARKS

Chairman Younger distributed the meeting agenda sheet, welcomed the members, spouses and guests in attendance and thanked them for taking the time to attend.

The Chairman announced the wedding anniversary of the Leggetts.

Chaplain Buck Simmons recited the airborne invocation.

Sergeant-at-Arms, Trooper Ray Hilgart, led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 2, 2004: The Chapter Secretary distributed the minutes of the meeting of Saturday, October 2, 2004 and the Chairman asked that all present take the time to review them.  After a short discussion concerning changes to the set-up and operating hours for the Days Inn Hospitality Room on Veteran’s Day, George Stoeckert presented a motion to accept the minutes with the identified changes.  Bill Katzenstein seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously by voice vote.

CORRESPONDENCE:

The Chairman reported the following correspondence:

· A letter was received from the Tampa Bay Chapter acknowledging receipt of $50 from the DC Chapter for the purchase of two books of raffle tickets at $25 each.  The DC Chapter purchased one book set; the other was through the sale of tickets by DC Chapter members.

· The DC Chapter was duly recognized in the “Static Line” for the donation of $330 to the “Welcome Home Fund,” a fund earmarked for soldiers in, and returning from, Iraq and their family members.  The Chapter had earlier authorized $330 donation at the May 1st, 2004 membership meeting.

· Although not present for the drawing, DC Chapter member, Ed Maltese, was one of the five door prize winners at the Association’s 58th annual convention held in Reno in August 2004.  The prize was a $75 check made out to the DC Chapter to cover the expense of the hotel room fee to cover one night’s lodging.

· Secretary Bob Amos passed around an announcement from the American Legion Post 177 in Fairfax, Virginia inviting 82nd Airborne Division Association members to a free lunch to be served at the Legion Home on November 13th, 2004 at 1400 hours.  Those interested should call the Post 177 Legion Home for any questions. 

Chairman Younger distributed a pass-around copy of the Association monthly bulletin for October 2004.  He then highlighted some of the items contained therein that may be of possible interest to the membership.  They were:

· The 1/505th of the Division was deployed for a short period to Afghanistan in September 2004 to establish stability among the population and maintain the peace during the recent elections.

· Brigadier General Cerrone was appointed as the Assistant Division Commander (ADC) for Support.  He was previously commander of the 319th Field Artillery Regiment.

· Four (4) Fort Bragg airborne officers were recently listed for promotion to Brigadier General. They were: Col Michael Ferriter, 82nd ADC for Operations; James Huggins, XVIII AbnC Chief of Staff; John F. Campbell, Executive Officer to Army Chief of Staff here in Washington DC; and C. Eric Porter, Adjutant General of the Army.

· Donations to the 82nd Abn Div Association Educational Fund are encouraged.  Those desiring to contribute through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) currently underway may do so by citing the CFC Code 2131.

· Association membership has increased by 491 new members over the past year from September 30, 2003.  However, quite a few members remain delinquent.

· The Division food locker program is approaching a zero balance in terms of dollars.  Donations are encouraged.  Contact the Chapter Secretary to find out how to donate.

BATTLE OF THE BULGE 60th ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES:

Trooper Bob Elliott took the floor to discuss some of the pending activities associated with the 60th anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge.  He reported the following:

· Individuals who have reserved allocations are traveling to Europe to visit the Bulge battles areas in Belgium and Luxembourg with the sponsor being the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge Association.  The period of the visit will be between the 10–20 December 2004.

· [NOTE] At the time of the writing of these minutes (29 Nov 2004), all allocations for this travel have been filled.    

· Dorothy Davis, a WWII Army nurse, was one of the contacts.  Earle Hart was another lead individual for coordinating this group travel, which will include about 200 individuals.  The host countries and US military units in Europe will provide some support functions.

· The group will be departing from five gateway airports: Atlanta, Chicago, New York City, Washington Dulles and Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland.
        The flight from Andrews will be via a Belgian Military Airbus with the cost about $500 less than the other flights of $2,000.  However, the Andrews flight is reserved for WWII and other veterans.  Spouses and guests will not be allowed to travel on the Belgium AirBus.
· The activities will include special ceremonies commemorating the Battle of Bulge engagements and will be conducted December 11-19, 2004.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Chairman Younger reported that the Chapter Treasurer could not be available for today’s meeting; however, the financial reports had been made available to the Chairman.  The financial reports included the Balance Sheet as of October 31, 2004 and the Profit and Loss Statement for the period January 1 through October 31, 2004.  The Chairman distributed the reports to the membership, and after their review and approval, a motion was made by Bill Katzenstein to accept the financial reports.  The motion was seconded by Reggie Grier and approved unanimously by voice vote of the membership.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Chairman’s Report: The Chairman indicated he had no further reports.

Treasurer’s Reports: None – The Treasurer was unable to attend the meeting.

Vice-Chairman’s Report: None – The Vice-Chair was unable to attend the meeting.

Secretary’s Report: The Secretary reported that communications with a large portion of the membership were ineffective with the methods and procedures currently being followed.  The Chairman indicated that this problem area and their solutions are among those that should be discussed by the next slate of officers and directors at the January 2005 meeting.

Chaplain’s Report: Chaplain Buck Simmons had nothing to report.

Veterans Service Officer Report:  Trooper Reggie Grier, the Veteran’s Service Officer reported that:

· The Fort Myer Casualty Assistance Center (CAC) is looking for volunteers to participate in a pilot program which would involve performing casualty assistance for retiree families in the Military District of Washington and National Capital Region.  Those accepted would be responsible for all reasonable assistance that the family required, including attendance at the service member’s funeral as a representative of the Secretary of the Army.  Training would be provided for those volunteering for this service and mileage and incidental costs would be reimbursed.  Anyone interested should contact CPT Don Wenzlick or Ken Washington at the Fort Myer CAC at 1-703-696-3237 or at email: casualty@fmmc.army.mil.

· A presentation to incarcerated veterans at the Vietnam War Veterans Post MDI-01 at the Maryland House of Corrections at Jessup, Maryland was made on October 28th 2004.  The subject was “Non-Profit Organization and Management.”

· A Veteran’s Day presentation to these same veterans will also be made on November 11th, 2004.  A printed copy of this Veteran’s Day presentation is attached to these minutes.

OLD BUSINESS:
Army 10-Miler Support:  The Chairman made the following remarks and introductions concerning the Army 10-Miler Program.

· He congratulated both Trooper Reggie Grier for taking the early lead in the development of the Program and Trooper Bob Elliott for defining the DC Chapter responsibilities, organizing the volunteer effort and insuring that Chapter tasks were accomplished effectively and efficiently during the running of the race.

· He praised the volunteers for their support work in helping to make the Army 10-Miler Program a success.

· He then introduced George Banker, the Chairman of the Army 10-Miler Program.  George was responsible for the procedures and process for organizing and operating the Program and he also congratulated the DC Chapter for their work in helping to bring the Army 10-Miler Program to a successful conclusion.

· George Banker presented the DC Chapter with a plaque honoring the DC Chapter for their efforts and presented each of the participating Chapter members a coin commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Army 10-Miler.

· Photos were taken of George Banker presenting the plaque to the Chapter Chairman with the participating members present.

DC Chapter Bylaws:  The Chairman reported that the revised (yet unapproved) set of DC Chapter bylaws were mailed to Manny DeJesus, the Executive Director of the Association on October 22, 2004.  He in turn, will pass them to the Association bylaws committee for review and approval.

Holiday Banquet:  The Chairman asked Rachel “Skip” McGrath if she had any further announcements concerning the upcoming Christmas Holiday banquet.  Skip made the following remarks:

· The holiday banquet schedule is affirmed for Saturday, December 11, 2004 at the Fort Myer Officer’s Club starting with the cocktail hour at 1830 hours.  It is to be a joint affair with the Rueben Tucker Chapter joining with the DC Chapter in planning, organizing and attending the event.

· Any questions concerning the banquet should be addressed to her at 1-703-241-0327.

· Each person planning to attend should send the flyer application (with payment) to her not later than December 1, 2004 to insure that the club will have attendance numbers and menu requirements at least five working days before the day of the banquet.  Her address is:  6662 Midhill Plaza, Westmoreland Square, Falls Church, VA  22043-1800

· The Chairman reminded the membership that the 82nd Airborne Division Association President, Richard Becker, will be attending the banquet and serve as the guest speaker.

Veterans Day Hospitality Suite:  The Chairman reiterated the fact that the DC Chapter will be playing a key role in the development, operation and maintenance of the hospitality function at the Arlington Days Inn Hotel for the Veteran’s Day activities being hosted by the 82nd Airborne Division Association.   These activities are schedule for the period 8–11 November 2004.

· The Chairman then asked the Hospitality Suite Coordinator Ray Hilgart, to report on the DC Chapter role.

· Ray Hilgart then distributed an in-house information sheet to the membership that outlined the role and responsibilities of the DC Chapter, the preparation and operations schedule of the hospitality room and the support and decoration requirements.

· He then elaborated on each of the requirements and urged the as many of the members who can possibly do so to volunteer so to enable the Chapter to accomplish all the tasks in the hospitality suite.

· He distributed volunteer sign-up sheets to the membership, stressing again that the prestige of the DC Chapter hinges on the successful accomplishment of all the tasks assigned.

· Skip McGrath stated that the gifts to be presented to the honor guards had been purchased.

DC Chapter 2004 Annual Election for Officers and Directors:  The Chairman announced that next order of business shall be the annual 2004 election of officers and directors of the Chapter.  Toward this end, he reported that Trooper Gordon Sumner had developed a nominating slate of DC Chapter officers and directors, each of who had agreed to accept the nomination for the DC Chapter positions as listed in Table I below.

· The Chairman indicated that the following positions had been or are being filled by previous election, automatic accession or that a DC Chapter member could not be found to accept the nomination.

Position #5
Chaplain

Member not be found for this position


Position #6
Past Chairman

Filled by Kenneth M. Younger - bylaw procedure

Position #11
Director #5

Filled by Bill Katzenstein in Year 2003

	POSITION NUMBER
	POSITION TITLE
	PERSON NOMINATED
	TERM EXPIRES

	01
	Chairman
	William J. Ridley
	Dec 2005

	02
	Vice-Chairman
	Robert H. Woods
	Dec 2005

	03
	Secretary
	Raymond J. Hilgart
	Dec 2005

	04
	Treasurer
	David A. Cain
	Dec 2005

	07
	Director #1 
	Reginald C. Grier
	Dec 2006

	08
	Director #2
	Robert F. Elliott
	Dec 2006

	09
	Director #3
	Jonathon Thompson
	Dec 2006

	10
	Director #4
	Gordon Sumner
	Dec 2005

	12
	Director #6
	Richard Yates
	Dec 2005


TABLE I

NOMINEES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR 2004 ELECTION

· The Chairman distributed an information sheet to the membership which identified the slate of nominees as shown in Table I above and asked the membership to review the nominees, and, if any member desired to place another member in nomination for any of the officer and/or director positions, they were requested to do so.

· Jim Whitenack made a motion to elect the entire slate of officers and directors to the positions as identified in Table I above.  Buck Simmons seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

· The Chairman stated that the newly elected officers and directors shall be installed at the holiday banquet on Saturday, December 11th so to be positioned to assume office at the beginning of January 2005.

NEW BUSINESS:

Listing of Deceased DC Chapter Members of the DC Chapter Web Page:  Bob Amos suggested that the listing of deceased DC Chapter members on the DC Chapter web page be continued indefinitely and that the military unit designation of the deceased be also listed.

A motion was made by Buck Simmons for the DC Chapter to continue indefinitely the listing of deceased DC Chapter members on the DC Chapter web page and that designation of the military unit(s) with which the deceased had been assigned to, or associated with during his lifetime be identified when possible.  The motion was seconded by Bill Katzenstein and approved unanimously by voice vote.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

50/50 Raffle:  The 50/50 Raffle was held and a total of $58 was collected with $29 going to the Chapter and $29 going to the winner, James “Jim” Whitenack.
Next Meeting: Chairman Younger announced that the next formal membership meeting would be held Saturday January 8, 2005.  The December 2004 meeting has been cancelled due to the Christmas banquet being held during that month.

ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION: 

Adjournment:  The motion to adjourn was made by George Stoeckert.  The motion was seconded by Herm Krum and approved unanimously by voice vote.

Benediction:  Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction.

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS, DECISIONS AND MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contained in D.C. Chapter meeting minutes of November 6th, 2004

D.C. Chapter Meeting Minutes of October 2nd, 2004:  George Stoeckert presented a motion to accept the minutes with the identified changes.  Bill Katzenstein seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously by voice vote.

Battle of the Bulge Anniversary Activities:  Trooper Bob Elliott discussed some of the pending activities associated with the 60th anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge, the primary activity being that of group travel to the Belgium and Luxembourg areas where battles were waged.

D.C. Chapter Treasurer’s Reports of October 31st, 2004:  A motion was made by Bill Katzenstein to accept the financial reports.  The motion was seconded by Reggie Grier and approved unanimously by voice vote of the membership.

D.C. Chapter Support of the Army 10-Miler:  George Banker, Chairman of the Army 10-Miler Program congratulated the DC Chapter for their work in helping to bring the Army 10-Miler Program to a successful conclusion.  He presented the DC Chapter with a plaque honoring the Chapter for their efforts and presented each of the participating Chapter members a coin commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Army 10-Miler.

D.C. Chapter Holiday Banquet:  The holiday banquet schedule is affirmed for Saturday, December 11, 2004 at the Fort Myer Officer’s Club starting with the cocktail hour at 1830 hours.  It is to be a joint affair with the Rueben Tucker Chapter joining with the DC Chapter in planning and organizing the event.

D.C. Chapter Annual 2004 Election of Officers and Directors:  Jim Whitenack made motion to elect the entire slate of officers and directors to positions identified in Table I of the meeting minutes.  Buck Simmons seconded the motion and motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

D.C. Chapter Web Page Listing of Deceased Members:  A motion was made by Buck Simmons for the DC Chapter to continue indefinitely the listing of deceased DC Chapter members on the DC Chapter web page and that designation of the military unit(s) with which the deceased had been assigned to, or associated with during his lifetime be identified. The motion was seconded by Bill Katzenstein and approved unanimously by voice vote.

D.C. Chapter Meeting of November 6th, 2004 Adjournment:  The motion to adjourn was made by George Stoeckert, seconded by Herm Krum and approved unanimously by voice vote.

Winner of 50/50 Raffle:  A total of $58 was collected with Jim Whitenack the winner of $29.

PRESENTATION BY DR. REGINALD C. GRIER TO THE INCARCERATED VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS POST MDI-01 AT JESSUP, MARYLAND

_____________________________________________________________________________

Good evening my fellow veterans of the Veterans of the Vietnam War, Inc., Post MDI-01 at the Maryland House of Correction.

It is my pleasure to speak to you on the occasion of Veterans Day 2004, and on behalf of all Veterans who have served and died in the service of the United States of America. The theme that you’re Veterans Day committee asked me to address today is "Creating Positive Images in Remembrance," in the context of recognizing their outstanding deeds on Veterans Day 2004.

Let us start by saying a few words about the veterans of World War II.  They fought and died both in the Atlantic and Pacific and in many foreign countries.  They arrived there by boat, land, aircraft, and parachute.  They are remembered today by the beautiful WWII Memorial that was recently dedicated on the mall in Washington, D.C. as a lasting memory to those who gave so much for our country.  Remember especially, the buffalo soldiers of the 92nd Infantry Division.

Let us next remember those veterans who fought valiantly in Korea where they earned numerous Medals of Honor, Purple Hearts and other distinguished awards in a fight against a determined enemy, both North Koreans and Chinese.  Remember especially, the paratroopers of the 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion, making two combat jumps. The smoke jumpers, as they were known, performed dangerous missions in marking many targets for destruction.

In Vietnam, the courageous members of the armed forces fought for more 10 years failing to win a clear victory because of the opposition to the war by those at home.  More than 54,000 men and women were lost in this effort.  They are remembered not only by their family and friends but also by the many Vietnam War organizations, such as yours.

Finally, the war in Iraq, which to date has claimed more than 1,100 American lives and 7,500 wounded.  Last week I went to the Walter Reed Army Medical Center for an appointment in the othotic clinic where I saw several soldiers who had lost arms, legs, and feet.  It was very discouraging to say the least.  I spoke to each of them and assured them that they, as veterans, would be remembered for their service to America.

Think in terms of the many examples of positive images displayed by veteran’s organizations in remembrance and recognition of all of our veterans who have served their country with distinction.  Let us hope that on this Veteran’s Day, all Americans will go out of their way to show all veterans that they are appreciative of the sacrifices they have made to keep America free. 

As a veteran of WWII, the Korean and Vietnam Wars, I like you, feel proud of the fact that I served as a member of the armed forces and was fortunate to return home safely.  However, I will never forget those whom I personally knew that died fighting for freedom. That is why Veterans Day is a significant day for me and, hopefully, for all veterans of all services and all wars.

Thank you for your attention and participation in the activities to the extent that you are able on this Veterans Day.
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