82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER

Minutes of the Saturday, May 1, 2004 Meeting
 

 

CALL TO ORDER, PRESENTATION OF AGENDA, MINUTES OF PAST MEETING:

 

Chairman Ken Younger called the meeting to order at 1300 hours in the Fort Myer "Fellowship Hall."  Fourteen (14) members and six (6) guests were present.

 

MEMBERS PRESENT (14

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ken Younger, Chairman

Robert Amos, Secretary
Buck Simmons, Chaplain

Ray Hilgart, Recorder


Herm Crum


Ken Leggett

Jim Rodier



Jim Whitenack

Robert F. Elliott

Ed Maltese



Michael Barker

George Stoeckert

Gordon Sumner


Dick Owen


 

GUESTS PRESENT (6)

--------------------------------------------------

Skip McGrath


Gerri Porter


General M. Roberts  

Rita Leggett


LaRue Owen


Vicki Sumner




 

Chairman Younger distributed the meeting agenda and welcomed the members and guests in attendance and thanked them for taking the time to attend.  The Chairman indicated there were no new members present.

 

Chaplain Buck Simmons recited the invocation.

 

Sergeant-at-Arms, Trooper Ray Hilgart, led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

 

The Chapter Secretary distributed the minutes of the meeting of Saturday, 6 April 2004 and the Chairman requested that all present take time to review them.  Trooper Buck Simmons motioned to accept the minutes as written, which was seconded by Jim Rodier.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote.

 

CORRESPONDENCE:

 

Chairman Younger distributed pass-around copies of the Association monthly bulletin and the Static Line.  He then identified and discussed a number of the items contained therein that were deemed to be important to the membership.  They were:

 

·         The 82nd Airborne Division will be back in full from the mid-east by All-American Week.

 

·         The Division will soon have a new CG in Major General William B. Caldwell, IV.  Gen. Caldwell served with distinction in a number of important positions, to include some within the 82nd.

 

·         The Division will also have a new Assistant Division Commander (Support) in Brigadier General James Cerrone.

 

·         The 82nd Abn Div Association is holding its 58th Annual Convention August 18 - 21, 2004 in Reno-Tahoe, Nevada.

 

·         The National Airborne Day Resolution needs support from many people, both in and out of Congress.  U.S. Senate Resolution 322 designates August 16, 2004 as "National Airborne Day" and all are urged to contact their respective Senators in the Congress and ask them to support this resolution.

 

·         The Association web-page link is now at the following URL address

82nd Airborne Division Association
 

·         Updates and modifications to Chapter by-laws must be received at the Association headquarters not later than June 13, 2004.

 

·         The 2006 Association Convention will soon be up for bid.

 

 

OFFICER'S REPORTS:

 

Treasurer's Reports: Chairman Younger distributed the Treasurer's reports for review by the membership.  The reports included the Balance Sheet as of 30 April 2004 and the Profit & Loss Statement for January through April 2004.  George Stoeckert moved to accept the Treasurer's Report as written.  This motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and carried by voice vote of the membership.

 

Past National Director Report: Gordon Sumner stated that the Paraglide reports that Lieutenant General Dan K. McNeill, former Commander of the 505th and XVIII Airborne Corps has been nominated for promotion to four-star rank and is slated to become Commander of Forces Command.

 

 

Chairman's Report: Chairman Younger reported that Bill Katzenstein was involved in an auto accident and would be immobilized for a while.  Apparently the injury was not serious, yet not to be taken lightly.

 

Vice-Chairman's Report: The vice-chairman was not present to report on the status of the Chapter newsletter (D.C. Trooper).  However, Chairman Younger stated that it would be sent out as soon as possible and that it was available on the Chapter web-homepage for those who have access to it.

 

Secretary's Report:

 

·         Secretary Bob Amos reported that the Chapter membership stood at 330 but only because of new members, two of which were recruited by Trooper Ken Leggett.  Thirty-eight (38) members have allowed their membership to lapse and have not renewed.  The D.C. Chapter was down to #4 within the Association when the number of current members is considered.  Bob passed out a list of those who have not renewed and stated that it was the desire of the Association President that each lapsed member be contacted by phone in an effort to obtain their membership renewal. Bob asked that the Chapter membership participate in the calling of those on the list.

 

·         Secretary Bob Amos reported that the Chapter's request for the Association to pay for the All-American (AA) membership of Fred Jones was rejected.  Fred has been a year-by-year member of the Association for 40 years and the Chapter had approved a motion in the January 3, 2004 meeting to pay for Fred's AA membership should the Association refuse to do so.  After a short discussion, it was generally agreed that Fred's AA membership would be taken care of by the Secretary based on the prior approval of the Chapter membership.  His AA membership card would be sent to him as a surprise gift for his long-standing membership and service to the Association and the D.C. Chapter.

 

Chaplain's Report: Chaplain Buck Simmons announced that Trooper Ken Leggett's father had passed on this past Monday, April 26th and an appropriate card of sympathy was sent in the name of the Chapter.  The current status of Verle Turner's illness could not be determined in that no response was received when Verle was called.

 

Veterans Service Officer Report: VSO Reggie Grier was not present but Chairman Younger reported that Trooper Grier's voluntary service to the Incarcerated Veterans of the Vietnam War in Jessup, Maryland is greatly appreciated by these veterans.  Trooper Grier's service in this endeavor reflects great credit upon himself, the Chapter and the Association.  Reggie will next visit and talk with these veterans the May 27th, 2004.  Those who care to accompany him are welcome and should contact Reggie so the proper access arrangements can be made.

 

OLD BUSINESS:

 

Armed Forces Day -Andrews AFB: Chairman Younger reported that plans for Chapter activities on Armed Forces Day at Andrews Air Force Base were on track and that Vice-Chairman Ridley was leading the effort to make it a successful event.  No problems are anticipated at this time.

 

Annual Picnic: Chairman Younger confirmed that the D.C. Chapter annual picnic would be held at the Fort Myer picnic area on Saturday, June 26th from approximately 1200 to 1500 hours.  The picnic area is located along the road just behind the old chapel on Fort Myer.

 

Delegates at All-American Week and the 58th Annual Association Convention:  Chairman Younger confirmed that he (the Chairman) and Trooper Ed Maltese will be the D.C. Chapter delegates at the All-American Week meeting.  However, at the present the Chapter does not have a designated delegate for the convention which will beheld during the period 18-21 Aug 2004 in the Reno-Tahoe area of Nevada.  Any Chapter member attending the national convention, and would like to serve as the Chapter delegate, would be welcomed

 

Army Ten-Miler Participation:  Trooper Bob Elliott stated that the American Volunteer Reserve would provide 25 individuals to aid in manning the garment turn-in and issue point for the event.

 

D.C. Chapter By-Laws:

 

·         Chairman Younger announced that the Board of Directors, serving as the By-Laws Committee, has approved certain revisions to the D.C. Chapter By-Laws dated March 15, 1997.  Acceptance of these revisions is required by the D.C. Chapter membership before they can be submitted to the Association for approval.  Further, the Chairman stated that, because the due date for by-law revisions to be submitted to the Association was June 13th, 2004, the membership would have to accept or reject these revisions today.  The Chairman then stated that the By-Laws Committee Chair would now present to the membership an outline of the major revisions as approved by the By-Laws Committee.

 

·         Trooper Ray Hilgart, the By-Laws Committee Chair, then read the proposed by-law revisions to the membership.  After each revision was read, the membership was asked if there were any questions or if a discussion on the specific revision was desired.  George Stoeckert raised the issue of requirements for D.C. Chapter Associate Members.  An explanatory discussion followed, led mostly by Past National Director Gordon Sumner, the proponent of the revision.

 

 

·         Although not related to a by-laws revision, Trooper Ken Leggett raised the issue of the one-year term of office for the Chapter Chairman.  Discussion followed, again led mostly by Past National Director, Gordon Sumner.

 

·         During the reading of the revisions, someone raised the question as to the change in what constitutes a quorum for the Board of Directors.  Ray Hilgart explained that the change in the quorum definition was necessary to insure that ordinary business of the Board could be effectively conducted when fewer Officers and Directors than that stipulated by the present quorum definition were present at a meeting expressly called to conduct business.

·  

·         The question was raised concerning past decisions approved by the D.C. Chapter that might or could be in conflict with the proposed revisions to the By-Laws.  Ray Hilgart stated that one of the by-law added revisions would expressly state that if previously approved motions and decisions of the Chapter were in conflict with the proposed By-Law revisions, the by-laws would take precedence and prevail.

 

·         After completion of the reading of the by-law revisions and after all questions were settled, the Chapter Chairman opened the floor for possible further discussion.  There being no further discussion, a motion was made by Buck Simmons to accept the by-law revisions as read with the provision that the Chapter Chairman approve the final revised copy of the D.C. Chapter By-Laws after all approved revisions were included and the content, diction, grammar and organizational structure were correct.  Trooper Ed Maltese seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously carried by voice vote.

 

 

MAJOR 2004 EVENTS:

 

WWII Memorial Dedication Ceremonies:  Chairman Younger gave the floor to Trooper Bob Elliott, a major coordinator for the Veterans Administration in the conduct of the WWII Memorial Dedication ceremonies.  Trooper Elliott provided the membership a detailed description of the ceremonial events which will occur during the period 27-31 May 2004 in Washington D.C. and in France during the period 5-6 June 2004 and, for those members desiring this information in print, brochures and pamphlets are available which can be picked up after the meeting.   Trooper Elliott emphasized that the big day would be Saturday, 29th May 2004 (1400-1530 hours) when the President of the United States would accept the WWII Memorial on behalf of all those WWII Veterans who served.  Another big event would be the parade on Monday, May 31st when up to 40 marching bands would participate, including those of the France, Britain and Canada, and for which 50 reserved seats are available for Chapter members and their families on a first come availability basis.  Trooper Elliott then introduced General M. Roberts who will serve as the Grand Marshall during the WWII Memorial Dedication Parade on 31 May 2004 in Washington, D.C.  General Roberts spoke briefly to the membership thanking them, especially the WWII Veterans, for their service and inviting them all to participate in the dedication ceremonies provided by their Government for them.

 

Annual Essay Contest for 1SG Funk Educational Fund Award:  Chairman Younger reported that there are no major changes from last month's meeting minutes with the exception that the due date for the application to be in the Chapter Secretary's hands is May 15th 2004 versus the April 30th date specified elsewhere. The Chapter's Board of Directors will select the applicant(s) deemed best qualified for the award and determine the monetary amount of each award on or about May 20th 2004. The monetary award may be presented to the winner at the Leonard Funk Memorial Luncheon if the winner can be present.  Mrs. Leonard Funk will present the award if she is able to attend; otherwise the Chapter Chair will do the honors.

 
Orde Wingate Ceremony: Chairman Younger announced that the Orde Wingate ceremonial at Arlington National Ceremony on Sunday, April 25th was well attended and that he (the Chairman) represented the D.C. Chapter at the event.  An information brochure of the event was passed to the membership for their review.

 

Maryland Veterans Affairs Invitation: Chairman Younger announced that the Maryland Veterans Affairs Office has extended an invitation to WWII Veterans to attend a WWII Memorial Ceremony scheduled for June 6, 2004 at 1500 hours in Annapolis.  Any Maryland resident interested in attending should contact Chairman Younger.

 

1SG Leonard Funk Memorial Ceremony and Luncheon: Chairman Younger announced that the Funk Memorial Ceremony and Luncheon would be held on Saturday, June 5th 2004.  Those attending will meet at Memorial Drive at the Arlington National Cemetery at 1130 hours, proceed to the 82nd Abn Div Memorial and then on to the Leonard Funk Memorial for the ceremony.  After that, the attendees will proceed to the Fort Myer Officer's Club for the Funk Luncheon.  A form is available from the Chairman to indicate your attendance at the luncheon and to select choice of meal.

 

May 24-29, 2004 All-American Week at Fort Bragg:  No change from last month's meeting.  The activities are to be held during the period May 24-29 of 2004.  Members desiring to attend should read the Paraglide for information and details related to the activities.

 

Fund Donation: As a matter of new business, the membership entertained a motion made by George Stoeckert and seconded by Bob Amos to make a donation to a fund managed by the Static Line Publisher for the purpose of aiding and assisting US military veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan for R&R (or leave) in meeting their travel expenses from and to the point of arrival in the U.S. to their home.  Discussion centered on the amount of the donation and this was set at one dollar per D.C. Chapter member, or about $330.00.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote.

May 14-16, 2004 Armed Forces Day at Andrews AFB:  See OLD BUSINESS above.

 

June 26, 2004 Annual Picnic at Fort Myer:  See OLD BUSINESS above.

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Hospitalized U.S. Military Personnel: Trooper Bob Elliott announced that those U.S. military personnel wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan or otherwise being rehabilitated from their injuries and who are hospitalized in the Walter Reed Army or Bethesda Navy Hospitals would be feted during the WWII Memorial Parade by riding in a place of honor within the parade.

 

Next Meeting: Chairman Younger announced that the next meeting (abbreviated) would be held on June 5th, 2004 at 1230 hours (when the Funk Memorial Luncheon starts).

 

ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION: 

 

The motion to adjourn was made by Trooper Ed Maltese.  The motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and approved by voice vote.

 

Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction.
SUMMARY OF MOTIONS, DECISIONS AND MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contained in D.C. Chapter meeting minutes of 1 May, 2004
 

D.C. Chapter Meeting Minutes of April 6th, 2004:  Trooper Buck Simmons motioned to accept the minutes as written, which was seconded by Jim Rodier.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote.

 

D.C. Chapter Treasurer's Report of April 2004:  George Stoeckert moved to accept the Treasurer's Report as written.  This motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and carried by voice vote of the membership.

 

AA Membership of Fred Jones: It was generally agreed that the AA membership of Fred Jones would be taken care of by the Secretary based on the prior approval of the Chapter membership in the January 2004 meeting.  Fred Jones' AA membership card would be sent to him as a surprise gift for his long-standing membership and service to the Association and the D.C. Chapter.

 

Follow-up Visit to Incarcerated Post MDI-01 of Veterans of Vietnam War: Chairman Younger stated that Trooper Reggie Grier's efforts in this endeavor reflect great credit upon himself, the Chapter and the Association.  Reggie will next visit and talk with these veterans the May 27th, 2004.

 

Annual Picnic: Chairman Younger confirmed that the D.C. Chapter annual picnic would be held at the Fort Myer picnic area on Saturday, June 26th from approximately 1200 to 1500 hours.

 

D.C. Chapter By-Laws Revision: A motion was made by Buck Simmons to accept the by-law revisions as read by Ray Hilgart with the provision that the Chapter Chairman approve the final revised copy of the D.C. Chapter By-Laws after all approved revisions were included and the content, diction, grammar and organizational structure were correct.  Trooper Ed Maltese seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously carried by voice vote.

 

Fund Donation: A motion was made by George Stoeckert and seconded by Bob Amos to make a donation to a fund managed by the Static Line Publisher for the purpose of aiding and assisting US military veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan for R&R (or leave) in meeting their travel expenses from and to the point of arrival in the U.S to their home.  The amount of the donation was set at one dollar per D.C. Chapter member, or about $330.00.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote.

 

D.C. Chapter Meeting of May 1st, 2004 Adjournment: The motion to adjourn was made by Trooper Ed Maltese.  Motion was seconded by Jim Whitenack and approved by voice vote.

 

