
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 182nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON D.C. CHAPTER

Minutes of March 6, 2004 Meeting

Chairman Ken Younger called the meeting to order at 1300 hours in the main meeting room of the Spates Community Hall, Fort Myer.  Thirteen (13) members and four (4) guests were present.

MEMBERS PRESENT (13)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ken Younger, Chairman

Wally Parr, Treasurer

Reginald C. Grier

Gordon Sumner, Past Nat’l Dir
Ray Hilgart, Recorder

Ken Leggett

Robert D. Herzog


Jim Rodier


Buck Simmons

Jim Whitenack


Wilson M. Carr

Bill Katzenstein

Michael Barker

GUESTS PRESENT (4)

--------------------------------------------------

Skip McGrath


Jeannie Parr

Vicki Sumner


Rita Leggett

Chaplain Emeritus, Trooper Buck Simmons, gave the invocation.

Sergeant-at-Arms, Trooper Ray Hilgart, led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Chairman Younger announced that the Board of Directors meeting originally scheduled for today had to be postponed until next month due to the fact that the Fort Myer Fellowship Hall was not available as had been requested.

Chairman Younger distributed meeting Agenda Information Sheets to those present.

Chairman Younger remarked that two new members were present.  Michael Barker, a new DC Chapter member on active duty and now residing locally, was present and was asked to introduce himself.  Mike stated that he was an active duty Sergeant First Class recently re-assigned from the 82nd Division for service with the White House Military Unit.

Robert “Bob” Herzog, also a new member, introduced himself by stating that he was a former member of the 11th Airborne Division at Fort Campbell with which he gryroscoped to Europe in 1956. 

Recorder Ray Hilgart distributed the minutes of the Chapter Meeting of February 7, 2004 to those present.  All were requested to review and discuss them prior to a vote on their acceptance. After a short discussion concerning the stated dates of 13-16 May 2004 as being those of the Armed Forces Day activities at Andrews Air Force Base, it was decided that Ray Hilgart would verify these dates and correct them in the meeting minutes if necessary.  Being there no further discussion Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the minutes as written with the exception that the dates in question would be verified.  Trooper Bill Katzenstein seconded the motion followed by approval of the minutes by voice vote.

The Chapter Treasurer’s reports were distributed and reviewed by the membership.  The reports included the Balance Sheet as of 29 February 2004 and the Profit & Loss Statement for January through February 2004.  Trooper Bill Katzenstein made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as written.  This motion was seconded by Gordon Sumner and carried by voice vote of the membership. 

Chairman Younger presented the DC Chapter “Trooper of the Year” award to Dr. Gordon Sumner for the outstanding contributions he made toward achieving Chapter goals and objectives and for the great credit bestowed upon the DC Chapter as a result of Dr. Sumner’s exceptional service as a National Director of the 82nd Airborne Division Association.

Chairman Younger presented a Chapter service award to Rachel “Skip” McGrath for superior service to the Chapter in planning, developing and organizing Chapter social events and especially the Chapter 2003 Christmas Party and Banquet.

Chairman Younger announced that Richard G. Becker, President of the 82nd Airborne Division Association, had accepted the DC Chapter invitation to attend the 2004 Christmas Party in December 2004.

Chairman Younger reported that Chapter Secretary Bob Amos was unable to attend today’s meeting due to family medical problems.  He may also be unable to attend the April meeting.

CHAPTER OFFICER REPORTS: Chairman Younger opened the floor to reports by Officers of the Chapter.

Vice-Chairman’s Report:  The Vice Chair, Bill Ridley, was not present. 

Chaplain’s Report: Chaplain Emeritus Buck Simmons reported that the following DC Chapter members, associates and friends were undergoing medical evaluations.


George Stoeckert

Verle Turner

Gerri Porter

Chairman Younger then stated that our Chaplain Emeritus, Buck Simmons, also has suffered serious medical problems.  However, Buck is with us today and his presence is indicative of his desire to contribute to the activities of the Chapter.

Chapter Treasurer Report:  No additional activity to report.

Veteran’s Representative Report:

· Dr. Reginald C. Grier reported briefly on his 8 January 2004 visit to the Incarcerated Post MDI-01 of the Veterans of the Vietnam War in Jessup, Maryland.  This visit was mostly addressed in the January and February 2004 DC Chapter meeting minutes.  A copy of the Post MDI-01’s letter response to Gr. Grier’s visit is attached.

· Dr. Grier also reported that he had made a return visit to the Post on February 26, 2004 where he talked about the annual events of the DC Chapter, Veteran’s Administration educational benefits available for the Post members and other items of interest.

· Dr. Grier will make a follow-up visit to the Post on April 11, 2004 and indicated that Chapter members are welcome to accompany him but first must be registered to obtain an entrance pass to visit the facility.  Those interested in making the visit should notify him.

· Dr. Grier explained the numerous documents and publications that were available to the membership at his table.

Secretary Report:  Chairman Younger stated that the Chapter Secretary, Bob Amos requested that the following information be made available to the members at the meeting:

· Current members are 316

· Members in need of renewal are 65

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON REPORTS:  None

OLD BUSINESS: Chairman Younger addressed the following “old business” elements:

2004 Annual Summer Picnic: No change from last report.  Vice Chair Bill Ridley will head the Summer Picnic Committee.  Tentative schedule is for June or July.  Because Vice Chair Ridley was not present, specific plans will be announced at a later date and Chairman Younger tabled any further discussion until then.

Convention Delegate:  No change from last report.  Ed Maltese remains as the volunteer to serve as the convention delegate.

Joint Christmas Holiday Banquet with the Rueben Tucker Chapter:  Chairman Younger is in touch with the Tucker chapter.  Results will be announced upon completion of discussions.

The Army 10-Miler for Year 2004:  Chairman Younger reported that Trooper Grier will have more specific information during the April meeting concerning participation in this event by the DC Chapter.  The Army 10-Miler is normally held during October.  No decisions were made on the Army 10-Miler program and Chairman Younger tabled further discussion for a later meeting. 

Social Events:  A number of complaints were brought up which centered on the 2003 Annual Christmas Party Banquet at the Fort Myer Officer’s Club.  Most were items with which the DC Chapter has little or no control and can only report such complaints and issues to the management of the Club.  They were:

· Disgruntled members at the bar.

· Some attendees were displeased with wedding activities in adjoining room.

· Some attendees were concerned with prices.

· Question raised to determine if the Chapter could negotiate reduced prices for youngsters.

Fund Raising:  No discussion

Bylaws: Ray Hilgart is in the process of reviewing the current DC Chapter bylaws. Recommendations for modifications, if any, are planned for presentation to the Board of Directors by mid-April 2004 for discussion and approval at the May meeting of the DC Chapter.  Prior to the presentation of such recommendations, the appropriate DC Chapter officers and directors will be consulted for input and suggestions.

Chaplain’s Position:  Trooper Buck Simmons has graciously agreed to hold this position until such time as a replacement chaplain is selected and approved by the membership.

NEW BUSINESS: Chairman Younger addressed the following “new business” elements:

Chairman Younger provided pass-around copies of the following documents:

· February bulletin of the 82nd Airborne Division Association: Items for emphasis were detailed in the last DC Chapter meeting minutes of 7 Feb 2004.

· Pamphlet of the Parachute Regimental Association, Coventry Branch, England:  This pamphlet contains an illustration of the design of the Memorial Plaque which will include unit logos and symbols (including shoulder patches) of airborne forces which participated in WWII.  Dedication of this Memorial Plaque will be held in Coventry, England on Sunday, 1 August 2004, the 62nd anniversary of the formation of the Parachute Regiment (British) and the 60th anniversary of the two great airborne battles of World War II.

Chairman Younger announced that the 2004 Annual Essay Contest for the DC Chapter’s Leonard Funk Educational Fund award will begin soon and that Dr. Reginald C. Grier is leading the effort for conducting the contest.  The award is planned for presentation to the contest winner at the Leonard Funk Memorial Day and Luncheon tentatively scheduled for June 5, 2004.

April 2004 Orde-Wingate Wreath-Laying Ceremony:  No change from last report.  Director Jim Littig is developing DC Chapter participation plans at Arlington National Cemetery.  Plans will be announced at a later date.

2004 Armed Forces Day: Vice Chair Bill Ridley will head the committee:  Tentative plans call for the DC Chapter to conduct a membership drive and sales of DC Chapter items at Andrews Air Force Base during the period 14-16 May 2004.  Set-up day is scheduled for 13 May 2004.

All-American Week at Fort Bragg:  The activities are to be held during the period May 24-29 of 2004.  Members desiring to attend should read the Paraglide for information and details related to the activities.

Memorial Day 2004 Activities:  During the last DC Chapter meeting (7 Feb 2004), an excellent presentation was given by Trooper Bob Elliott concerning the Washington D.C. area activities to be held during the WWII Memorial Dedication during the 4-day period 27-30 May 2004 and also the D-Day activities to be held in France on D-Day 6 June 2004.  To aid members in having this information readily available, a flyer entitled Scheduled Items of Interest for 2004 Special Activities is included as an attachment to these minutes. 

Chairman Younger announced that the next DC Chapter meeting will be held on the 1st Saturday of April (April 3, 2004) @ 1300 hours in the Fort Myer Fellowship Hall.  Board of Directors will meet at 1215.

The winner of 50/50 raffle was Ray Hilgart who returned a $19 donation to the Chapter.

The motion to adjourn was made by Trooper Jim Whitenack.  Motion was seconded by Bob Katzenstein and approved by voice vote.

Chaplain Emeritus Buck Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction.

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS AND DECISIONS:

DC Chapter Meeting Minutes of February 7, 2004:  Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of February 7, 2004 with the provision that the dates for the 2004 Armed Forces Day activities would be verified as correct.  Trooper Katzenstein seconded the motion followed by approval of the minutes by voice vote of the membership.

DC Chapter Treasurer’s Report of February 2004:  Trooper Bill Katzenstein made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report of February 2004 as written.  This motion was seconded by Gordon Sumner and carried by voice vote of the membership. 

National President to Attend DC Chapter 2004 Christmas Party and Banquet: Chairman Younger announced that President Becker, 82nd Airborne Division Association, had accepted the DC Chapter invitation to attend the 2004 Christmas Party in December 2004.

Annual Essay Contest for Leonard Funk Educational Fund Award: Chairman Younger announced that the award is planned for presentation to the contest winner at the Leonard Funk Memorial Day and Luncheon tentatively scheduled for June 5, 2004.

DC Chapter Participation in the 2004 Army 10-Miler: Chairman Younger announced that the Army 10-Miler is normally held during October and tabled further discussion for a later meeting. 

DC Chapter Activities on Armed Forces Day (13-16 May 2004): Chairman Younger announced that Vice Chair Bill Ridley will head the committee to plan for the DC Chapter membership drive and sales of DC Chapter sales items at Andrews AF Base during the period 14-16 May 2004.  Set-up day is scheduled for 13 May 2004.

DC Chapter Annual Summer Picnic: Tentative schedule is for June or July 2004.  Specific plans will be announced at a later date and Chairman Younger tabled any further discussion until then.
DC Chapter Meeting of March 6 2004 Adjournment: The motion to adjourn was made by Trooper Jim Whitenack.  Motion was seconded by Bob Katzenstein and approved by voice vote.

SCHEDULED ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR

2004 SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
MEMORIAL DAY ACTIVITIES (29-31 MAY 2004)

· Daily activities will be from 1100–1900 hours.

· Saturday 29 May: President will accept the WWII Memorial on behalf of the nation.

· Veteran’s Administration will have large tent set up on the mall staffed with some 26 service officers to explain the various veterans’ benefits to WWII veterans.

· The big parade will be held along Constitution Avenue on Monday 31st May from 0830-1100 hours.  It will include military and other marching bands, to include those from the United States, the United Kingdom, France and Canada.

· A block of fifty (50) grandstand seats to allow the DC Chapter members to view and enjoy the parade is planned.

D-DAY ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES IN FRANCE (6 JUNE 2004)

Leaders of United States, United Kingdom, Canada, France and Germany will be attending many of the scheduled events.

82nd Airborne Division is scheduled to conduct an airborne operation within the St Mere Eglise area at 1430 hours on June 5, 2004.

Large attendance expected from individuals of nations who participated in liberation of France.

Tentatively scheduled events on 6 June 2004 are as follows.  Be aware of possible changes.

· 0930-1030 hours:
Utah Beach

· 1030-1100 hours:
Televised Church Services at St Mere Eglise

· 1100-1200 hours
U.S. Cemetery

· 1430-1630 hours:
Multi-National Cemetery

· 1730-1830 hours:
Pointe de Hoc

VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM WAR, INC.

Incarcerated Post MDI-01

P.O Box 534

Jessup, MD  20794

January 9, 2004

Col. Reginald Grier

1412 Waterford Drive

Forestville, MD. 20747

Dear Colonel Grier:

Just a short note of appreciation for the presentation you gave to us vets here at the Maryland House of Correction.  I spoke with each man afterwards, and they were all really psyched up.

I’m sure none were more psyched up than me.  I invited you in, and you made me even prouder than I knew you would make me.  I’m sure the things you spoke about were just the tip of the iceberg, but as you spoke, it was amazing how I could feel your life experience.  It wasn’t an abstract thing.  It was concrete, like I could reach out and touch Reginald Grier’s experience.

I hope you enjoy the Memorial Day presentation and the Washington Post Magazine article I gave you.  I read all of the airborne materials you gave us in one sitting.

I will close out now, but once again, thank you for your visit.  Enjoy your safari trip to Kenya, and I look forward to seeing you on Thursday, February 26, 2004.











Sincerely,

Signed: Damon D. Cobb
Damon D. Cobb  #234-649
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