
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 182nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON D.C. CHAPTER

Minutes January 3, 2004 Meeting

Chairman Ken Younger called the meeting to order at 1310 hours in the Fort Myers “Fellowship Hall” with 10 members of 13 total present.  Chairman Younger welcomed all and extended his best wishes for a prosperous new year of 2004.

MEMBERS PRESENT


NON-MEMBERS PRESENT

---------------------------------------------

Ken Younger, Chairman


Larue Owen

Bob Amos, Secretary



Mary Simmons

Ken Leggett




Rita Leggett

Jim Rodier

Bill Katzenstein

Ray Hilgart

Dick Owens

Reggie Grier

Herm Krum

Bob Elliott

The Meeting Agenda Information Sheet was distributed by Chairman Younger to those present.

Trooper Richard Owen gave the invocation.

Sergeant-at-Arms, Trooper Ray Hilgart, led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Chairman Younger remarked that there were no new members present to be introduced.

The minutes of the Chapter Meeting of 1 November 2003 were distributed by Secretary Bob Amos to those present and all were requested to review and discuss them prior to a vote on their acceptance.  No discussion ensued and Trooper Reginald Grier then made a motion to accept the 1 Nov 2003 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Trooper Bill Katzenstein followed by approval of the 1 November 2003 minutes by voice vote.

Secretary Bob Amos reported that computerized printouts of the records of 380 of the Chapter Members were received from the Association’s Executive Director, Manny DeJesus, thus making it much easier for the Secretary to more accurately determine the past and present status of all DC Chapter members.

Secretary Amos then stated that from these recently received computerized records it was discovered that Trooper Fred Jones of Berryville, Virginia had served with Battery A, 320th Field Artillery of the 82nd Airborne Division from January 1944 through December 1945 and had been a

continuous member of the 82nd Airborne Division Association for the past 43 years and an early bird member for the past 11 years and thus, perhaps should be given some type of special recognition.  After a short discussion, a motion was made by Ray Hilgart for the DC Chapter to establish a life (All-American) membership for Trooper Fred Jones in recognition of his long and faithful tenure as a member of the 82nd Airborne Division Association.  Further, this motion would entail the DC Chapter leadership requesting the Association to grant Trooper Jones the life-membership but, if the Association chose not to do so, the DC Chapter would bear the cost of such membership.  This motion was seconded by Ken Leggett and approved by voice vote of the membership present.

Chairman Younger provided a “pass-around ” copy of a letter from the past Chair of the Association, Duke Armendariz, in which he graciously thanked the DC Chapter for the invitation to the Christmas Banquet and called it a great success.  He also indicated that in the interest of synergy along with possible greater participation and attendance in a singular event that perhaps the DC Chapter and Rueben Tucker Chapters might consider holding a joint banquet in the future.  Bill Katzenstein made a motion to adopt this approach and, toward this goal, the DC Chapter leadership consult with the leadership of the Rueben Tucker Chapter to determine if a joint Christmas banquet might be appropriate and amenable to all concerned.  This motion was seconded by Richard Owens and approved by voice vote.

Chairman Younger provided a “pass-around” copy of a letter being sent from the DC Chapter to MSG Sanchez expressing thanks for the pictures of the Kurdish kids in Iraq receiving gifts sent from the 82nd Abn Div Assn

Chairman Younger provided a “pass-around” copy of an Association bulletin and placed emphasis on seven certain of its contents shown below. Anyone desiring a copy shoul contact the Chapter Secretary.

< 
New Association President: Richard Becker

< 
Growth of Association members

< 
New National Association Officers

< 
List of Committees

< 
Updated National Association Web Page

< 
Insurance & Liabilities for Designated Chapter Officers

< 
2004 Association Convention in Lake Tahoe, Nevada

The Treasurer’s Reports were distributed and reviewed by the membership.  The reports included the Balance Sheet as of 31 December 2003 and the Profit & Loss Statement for the Year 2003.

Bob Elliott presented the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Reports.  The motion was seconded by Bill Katzenstein and approved by voice vote.

The 2003 Annual Financial Statement for Quartermaster Sales Items (QMSI) was distributed to the membership for review.  Ray Hilgart, Chapter Quartermaster, explained that membership approval of this statement is not required; rather it is provided for information.  He went on to report that net income (profit)  for the past three years were as follows:


Year 2001
$125 (Approximated from the 2001/2002 total of $300)


Year 2002
$175 (increase of 40% over Year 2001)


Year 2003
$580 (increase of 190% over Year 2002)

Chairman Younger led the following individuals in their annual oath of office:


Robert Amos; Chapter Secretary


Ray Hilgart; Chapter Director

Chairman Younger presented Certificates of Appreciation to each the following individuals indicated  below for outstanding support in Year 2003 for activities listed.  These were in addition to those already presented at the DC Chapter Christmas Banquet.

--Robert Amos: (1) Services as Chapter Secretary and (2) Armed Forces Day Activities

--Ray Hilgart: (1) Armed Forces Day Activities and (2) Veterans Day Activities

--Reginald Grier: (1) Veterans Day Activities

Chairman Younger indicated that those photographs of Veterans Day Activities and the Christmas Banquet displayed in the meeting room were available to anyone who so desired.

Dr. Reginald Grier reported that he would be making a presentation of the “History of the 82nd Airborne Division” on Thursday, 8 January 2004 to the inmates of the Veterans of Vietnam War Post currently incarcerated in the Jessup, Maryland penitentiary.  He would include a description of the DC Chapter activities and would take questions from the audience.  

Dr. Grier also provided information to the members present concerning veteran’s benefits, available publications and recent updates pertaining to the VA publications.  He displayed the numerous documents and publications which were available to the membership for the taking.

Trooper Bob Elliott presented to the membership information related to the World War II Memorial Activities to be conducted during the period 27 through 30 May 2004.  He particularly emphasized the need to have free tickets to those functions cited below.

< 
Friday - 28 May 2004 @ 1400 hours - MCI Center Musical (Military Bands)

< 
Friday - 28 May 2004 @ 1900 hours - MCI Center Musical (Military Bands)

< 
Saturday - 29 May 2004 @ Est 1000 hours - WWII Memorial Dedication Ceremonies

< 
Saturday - 29 May 2004 @ 1900 hours - MCI Center Musical (Military Bands)

Trooper Elliott stated that to obtain the tickets to call 1-800-639-4992 as soon as possible before they  were all gone.  Alternately, tickets can be ordered via Web at (www.wwiimemorial.com).   He also displayed a number of documents and publications pertaining to the WWII Memorial Activities which he made available to the membership for the taking.  In addition, he stated that a “Big-Top” tent would be erected on the Washington DC mall near the dedication site where up to twenty-six Veterans Service Organizations and some high profile WWII vets would be available for assistance and information.

1SG Funk Educational Fund: Chairman Younger announced that Trooper Reggie Grier would again chair the committee for organizing the Annual Essay Contest which is a requirement for award of the 1SG Funk Educational Fund which the DC Chapter sponsors.

April 2004 Orde-Wingate Ceremony: Chairman Younger identified exact date of the upcoming Orde-Wingate Ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery as yet unspecified. Discussion and decisions on DC Chapter involvement is pending and to be more fully discussed at the next meeting.

DC Chapter Area Picnic: Chairman Younger indicated that Trooper Bill Ridley will lead the organizational tasks for the 2004 summer picnic.  In that Trooper Ridley was not present at the meeting any discussion was tabled until the next meeting.

The Army Ten-Miler in October 2004: Chairman Younger opened discussion and indicated that the DC Chapter needs to make a decision on whether to participate (to what degree) or not to participate.  Ray Hilgart suggested that we should not let our participation be inhibited merely because the tasks may be difficult.  Rather, we should identify a Chapter member to coordinate with the Army Ten-Miler director to investigate possible participation with other organizations interested in sharing the major tasks and to make recommendations as to whether we should or should not participate.  Bob Elliott suggested that perhaps the tasks are indeed too difficult and that other youth group organizations having youth, vigor and a high interest in the task perhaps should be contacted to do the leg work and perhaps the DC Chapter might be a coordinator rather than the doer, or given that as not an option, then opt out of the Ten-Miler altogether.  No decision was made and Chairman Younger tabled the discussion for the next meeting.

By-Laws Revision: Chairman Younger appointed Ray Hilgart to lead the effort in updating the DC Chapter By-Laws and to present any modifications thereto to the Officers and Directors for approval for subsequent submission by the Secretary to the National Association.

Membership Committee: Chairman Younger appointed Ray Hilgart to serve as the Membership Officer and, in coordination with the Chapter Secretary, identify policy and procedures to  effectively manage Chapter activities related to membership recruiting, control and vacancies and terms of the Officers and Directors of the DC Chapter.

DC Chapter Recorder: Chairman Younger appointed Ray Hilgart to serve as the Recorder who will assist the Chapter Secretary in developing the minutes for meetings and functions of the DC Chapter.

All-American Week (Week of 25 May 2004): Chairman Younger indicated that the impact of the WWII Memorial Day Ceremonies during the same week as the All-American Week is unknown at this time.  More information to be presented at the February DC Chapter meeting.  In addition, Armed Forces Day activities will also be in May 2004 and dates and times will be finalized later.  

Chaplain Vacancy: Chairman Younger identified the position of Chaplain as an important vacancy which needs to be filled as soon as possible.  The Chairman encouraged any member who feels even  remotely qualified to step forward and take on this important post as a service to the Chapter and to the Association.

Chairman Younger stated that the next DC Chapter meeting will be held on the 1st Saturday of February (7 Feb 2004) @ 1300 hours in the Fort Myers Fellowship Hall.

The motion to adjourn was made by Trooper Leggett.  Motion was seconded by Bob Amos and approved by voice vote.

Trooper Dick Owen gave the Airborne Benediction.

*********************************************************************

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS AND DECISIONS:

Reginald Grier made a motion to accept the 1 Nov 2003 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Trooper Bill Katzenstein followed by approval of the 1 November 2003 minutes by voice vote.

Ray Hilgart made a motion for the DC Chapter to establish a life (All-American) membership for Trooper Fred Jones.  Further, this motion would entail the DC Chapter leadership requesting the Association to grant Trooper Jones the life-membership but, if the Association chose not to do so, the DC Chapter would bear the cost of such membership.  This motion was seconded by Ken Leggett and approved by voice vote of the membership present.

Bill Katzenstein made a motion that the DC Chapter leadership consult with the leadership of the Rueben Tucker Chapter to determine if a joint Christmas banquet might be appropriate and amenable to all concerned.  This motion was seconded by Dick Owens and approved by voice vote.

Bob Elliott presented the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Reports, namely (1)  the Balance Sheet as of 31 December 2003 and (2) the Profit and Loss Statement for Year 2003.  The motion was seconded by Bill Katzenstein and approved by voice vote.

Chairman Younger indicated that the DC Chapter needs to make a decision on whether to participate (to what degree) or not to participate in the Army 10-Miler Program.  No decision was made and Chairman Younger tabled the discussion for the next meeting.

The motion to adjourn was made by Trooper Leggett.  Motion was seconded and approved by voice vote.
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