                              82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION


WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER

                             Minutes of February 1st 2003 Monthly Meeting

           Vice Chairman opened the meeting at 1300 hours in the Fort Myers “Fellowship Hall” with 18 present, welcoming everyone to the February meeting. Chaplin Simmons gave invocation, followed by the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Ken then welcome a new member Donald Jackson and he introduced himself to his fellow members.

            Ken reviewed the minutes from the January meeting and asked if there were any changes needed and there were none. The motion to accept the minutes as they stand was made by Buck Simmons and second by Jim Littig, and approved by the membership.

           Continuing with business, does anyone have any correspondence to introduce at this time? Chaplin Simmons said that he had just received a very nice letter from the Granddaughter of late the Bernard L Weil, a member of our Chapter. She speaks of her Grandfathers pride in being a paratrooper and that she went with him to Ft Bragg. She gave a $25,00 notation to his Chapter. He will be missed my family and the whole Airborne Community. Ken said that he would send a thank you for her nice letter.

           Ken then reviewed the latest bulletin from National, highlighting Task Force Devils in Afghanistan, membership rebates for 2002, All American Week, and membership statistics. Chairman noted that there was not a 50/50 at last meeting, but a “Happy Dollar” pot was taken and he gave this money to the treasurer.

          Wally Parr gave the treasurers report and a motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by George Stoeckert , second by Regie Grier, and approved by the membership. Wally advised that the 2003 annual financial statement was ready, the Chairman signed it and it has been sent to National.

          Chaplin Simmons said that Jack Thompson, a board member, has had a bad ski accident and that he has sent a card. Received word that Garfield Wilkinson, a Charter Member, passed away and will be interned at Arlington Cemetery on 2/11/03 at 1300 hrs and asked that members that can be present.

          Reggie Grier then gave a summery of what is taking place within the Veterans affairs and had literature available for the taking.

          OLD BUSINESS: At present there is no Chairman, but Ken Younger said that he would be willing to move from Vice Chairman to Chairman and Gordon Sumner said he was willing to be Vice Chairman, still leaving one Director position open. The floor was opened for nominations, Reggie Grier nominated Ken Younger for Chairman, second by Ray Hilgart and Buck Simmons asked if the were any more nominations, as there were none, Jim Littig moved to close all nominations. The vote to accept Ken Younger as Chairman was taken and passed by the membership. Gordon Sumner was then nominated for Vice Chairman and the vote was taken and passed by the membership. Grier nominated Ray Hilgard for the Directors position, second by Simmons and a vote to accept was taken and passed by the membership. 

          NEW BUSINESS: The first issue is a committee to up date our by laws in time to take them to National in May during All American Week.  Second checking in the minutes form last month is permission to proceed with proposal to a change in our By-Laws, the Board of Directors have already agreed to make this change in Associate Membership. A motion was made by Littig, second by Grier to let the committee proceed with working out the details for Associate Membership, voted on and passed by the membership.         

          Next we need is someone that Ken can appoint to chair different committees, By-Laws, Welcome Membership, QM/Sgt-At-Arms and Scholarship. Need someone to be Chair the By-Laws committee as Ken and Gordon will be on that committee. Reggie Grier agreed to remain on the Scholarship Committee. Simmons made a motion that a certificate is given at the same time as the check, second by Grier and a vote was taken to accept and carried. George Stoeckert made a motion that the name of the Scholarship Fund be name to fall in line with the 82nd ‘s Fund. After discussion, there were questions from the treasurer as to how the fund was set up, Stoeckert made a motion to table until next month, second by Littig and carried by the membership. Next Sumner said that he would Chair the Funk Luncheon for 7 June 2003, Simmons made a motion for him to move forward and second by Turner and carried by the membership.

          MAJOR 2003 EVENTS: Jim Littig said that he would Chair the “French Embassy’s Recognition of WW II Chapter Veterans”, this is to Honor Chapter members that took part in the invasion of France. He will up date us at the next meeting. Robert Elloitt will not Chair the Summer Picnic, so here we again need someone to step forward the fill in form him.  

           The question of what day would be best to hold our meetings, and Wally Parr said that he only got four questionnaires back, three-said Sat and one had no comment.    

          Some seem to think there may be a problem with our Armed Forces Day at Andrews AFB in May as the C-47 Club are holding their meeting at the same time, this will have be worked out also.

         Wally did the 50/50 and we got $60, won by Ken Leggett $30, gave $25 Chapter

         Motion made to adjourn by Littig, second by Hilgard, and approved. Chairman Ken Younger then adjourned the meeting. 

         Chaplin Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction,

         I want to thank everyone for helping stuff the envelopes, especially the Young Ladies for jumping in and getting thing moving, again I thank you.

        Next meeting March 1, 2003. See you there and bring an Airborne Friend.

                                           AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

                          Respectfully Submitted By Secretary Robert Amos

