82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER

Minutes of January 4th 2003 General Membership Meeting

Vice Chairman (elect) Ken Younger opened the meeting at 1310 hours in the Fort Myers Religious Education Building with 16 present.  The first order of business was the “Swearing In” ceremony of Ken by National Director Gordon Sumner since Ken was unable to be sworn in during the Instillation of Officers ceremony during the Christmas Banquet.

After the ceremony, Vice Chairman Younger welcomed the members to the Chapters first meeting of 2003.  Chaplain Simmons gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Secretary Amos passed out copies of the minutes of December 7, 2002.  Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the minutes as written, second by Buck Simmons and approved by the members present.

Treasurer Wally Parr was not present, however, copies of his 2002 Chapter report as well as the 2003 Budget were passed out.  Vice Chairman Younger advised the members that the Board of Directors had reviewed the Treasurer’s recommended 2003 Budget and recommended that it be accepted.  Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the Treasurer report as written, second by Floyd Duckett and approved by the members present.  Although not present, Ken gave Wally a great big “thumbs up” for a great job on his report.

Vice Chairman Ken Younger asked for Officers reports.  Ken said that he was honored to be able to lead us into the new year and that he would consider moving up to the assume the Chapter Chairman’s position since no one had accepted a nomination for the Chair.  After some discussion, it was agreed that Ken would accept the Chairmanship, and Gordon Sumner would place his name in nomination to assume the now vacant Vice Chair position.  Additionally, Ray Hilgart, out-going Director, placed his name in nomination to assume the vacant Director position due to Bob Amos assuming the Secretary position.  There still remains one other Director position vacate and it is hoped that someone will step forward prior to the February 1st meeting to place their name in nomination for the position.  General Membership election for these positions will be during the February 1st meeting.  Notification will be provided in the January “DC Trooper” Newsletter and via email to the membership in accordance with the Chapter By-Laws.

Secretary Amos reported that the transition from Dick was moving along very smoothly.  He is setting up a database and that by the next meeting should be able to give a full report to the standing of the membership.

Old Business:

Ken recognized Skip McGrath for her outstanding efforts in again organizing and conducting the Chapter’s Annual Christmas Banquet at the Fort Myer Officers Club, December 14th, 2002.  Skip did another fantastic job and it was greatly appreciated by all the attending membership.  Well Done Skip.  She was also acknowledged for her receiving an official Washington DC Chapter “Honorary Membership” Certificate.  Additionally, out-going Chapter Secretary, Dick Yates, was again acknowledged for his receipt of the Iron Mike award for his many years of outstanding service and contributions to the Washington DC Chapter, the Airborne Association and the Airborne Community.

New Business:

The subject of when our meetings should be held, first Saturday of each month, or make a change to a different time was put on the floor.  After a discussion, it was agreed that it should remain as the first Saturday of the month for February and March.  A review with the membership will be conducted to see if a more advantageous date and time and location could be arranged to enable maximum membership attendance as well as inclusion of more family member participation for certain events.  More will follow in the DC Trooper newsletter on that subject.  

The subject of Chapter “Associate” level membership was briefly discussed, but the action was tabled until the next meeting.  It was also suggested that the Chapter By-Laws should be reviewed and revised where necessary.  A “By-Law Committee” will be appointed by the Chairman at a future meeting with a Deadline to have any revisions completed and accept by the Chapter to enable the revised edition to be present to the National Association’s By-Laws committee for approval by the National Board during the All American Week Association meeting.  

Ken reported that following key committee positions were vacant (Sergeant-at-Arms, Welcoming, Membership, By-Laws, and Nominations).  He hopes someone will step forward and fill these positions.  He also mentioned the importance of the need for everyone to help with the following Major 2003 Events.

· French Embassy’s Recognition of WW II Chapter Veterans (Spring).  This is to honor all Chapter members that fought on French Soil during WW II

· Armed Forces Day at Andrews AFB (May)

· Funk Memorial and Luncheon (June)

· Summer Picnic (June or July)

· Veterans Day (November)

· Early Bird / Fall Membership Drive (September / October)

· Christmas Banquet (December)

There was no 50/50, but Floyd Duckett suggested we put up $1 dollar a pot to be used as members see fit and this was done.

A motion was made to adjourn ED Maltese, second by Jim Littig and approved.  Chaplin Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction. 

Respectfully Submitted By Secretary Robert Amos

