82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER

Minutes of the December 7th 2002 Monthly Meeting


Past Chairman Bill Ridley opened the meeting at 1300 hours in the Fort Myer Religious Education Building with nine members, five honorary members and one guest present. Chairman Ridley welcomed the members and our guest,  Ms. Heather Lyn Sherlock. Trooper Jim Rodier gave the invocation in the absence of Chaplain Simmons, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The refreshments for the meeting were homemade cookies and snacks  donated by Skip McGrath. Thank you Skip. 


Secretary Yates gave a synopsis of the November Minutes. Trooper Ed Maltese made a motion to accept the minutes as read, seconded by Ken Leggett and approved.


Treasurer Wally Parr distributed hand outs of  his Treasurer’s Report and described the debit and credit line items. We continue to have a solvent treasury, with a total of $7,179.00 in the bank. Trooper Wally noted a profit of $59.00for the 82nd Stain Glass Patch raffle during the Veterans Day activity. Wally also stated his concern of the heavy inventory of Chapter T-shirts and the need to make a concerted effort in reducing this inventory not only to retrieve the capital outlay , but also reduce the storage space required. A motion by Dick Yates to accept the Treasurers Report was seconded by Col Rick Sherlock and approved.


Veterans Day Hospitality Suite Chairman  Dick Yates gave a report on  November 8, 9, 10, and 11th activity.  We received letters of congratulation to the Washington, DC Chapter Membership from President Duke Armendariz,  Executive Director Manny De Jesus and Project Officer Paul Devries of the 82nd National Association for a job well done. After weeks of preparation and four days of long, long hours, a few of us made this 82nd  Association activity an enjoyable affair for the many visiting Paratroopers from as far away as California. Certificates of Appreciation to the volunteers will be awarded at the January 4th Monthly Meeting.


Secretary elect Bob Amos opened a lengthy discussion on the lack of communication as to the sale of  chapter Golf and T-shirts and other merchandise. Bob suggested that the majority of our members don’t know we have these wares for sale and most members agreed. The discussion turned to advertising the wares in the DC Trooper Newsletter and most members agreed. The discussion then turned to the lack of Newsletters as of late and again the members agreed. Ex Officio Bill Ridley tabled the three topics for the January Membership Meeting when more Officers and Board Members are in attendance.


Christmas Banquet Chairwoman, Skip McGrath reports the arrangements with the Officers Club are complete. The decorations, meal  programs and speaker program have been arranged. Skip reports the attendance is approximately 42 members, so everything is a GO for the December 15th Banquet. The membership agreed to invite the musical Sergeants from the “Old Guard Regiment” to the party to play Holiday music. The members also agreed to donate two chapter t-shirt as raffle gifts.

Bill Ridley opened the election of officers for the year 2003. The vote was started without a full slate of nominations.  Chairman (vacant), Vice Chairman - Colonel Kenneth Younger elected,  Treasurer -Wallace Parr elected,  Secretary - Robert Amos elected,  Chaplain - Otho Simmons elected, Two year Board of  Directors - N. Peter Gentieu and Jonathon Thompson elected. The members congratulated the new officers.

Trooper Dick Owen is recuperation from a knee injury and Bob Beck is out of the Hospital and working very hard to get in shape to make his annual Christmas Family Reunion in Connecticut.

Trooper Bill Katzenstein reports the loss of his Beloved Friend, Joyce on November 27th 2002. We will especially miss Bill and Joyce at the Christmas Banquet. Our condolences to Bill and the family.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ken Leggett, seconded by Ed Maltese and approved.       Acting Chaplain Jim Rodier gave the Airborne Benediction.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY RICHARD YATES,  17December2002

Next membership meeting, January 4th, 2003   See you there, bring an Airborne Friend.

