WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the September 5th 2002 Meeting


Vice Chairman Denny Lewis called the meeting to order at 1305 hours with 21 member and one guest in attendance. Trooper Denny welcomed our guest Heather Sherlock to the meeting. Chaplain Simmons gave the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Yates distributed copies of the May 4th Minutes for the members review. Buck Simmons made a motion to dispense with the reading of the May Minutes and accept them as written, seconded by George Stoeckert and approved. 


Treasurer Wally Parr distributed copies of the Treasury activities since the last meeting. After a short inquiry and discussion of the Funk Luncheon income entry, a motion to accept the Treasurers Report was made by Floyd Duckett, seconded by Colonel Rick Sherlock and approved by the members. Wally commented on two financial items. The CMH L. Funk Educational Fund lost more than $1,000. in a Mutual Fund during the market slow-down. Wally decided to move the fund to a Money Market fund which is now earning a modest income. The members agreed with the move. Also, Bill Lemnitzer who was overseeing the Funk Fund at Solomon, Smith, Barney is now with Wachovia Securities, requested the funds be moved to Wachovia so he could effectively manage it. Trooper Wally decided not to move it until instructed by the Board of Directors.


AAW and 2002 Convention Delegate Dick Yates reported on the 82nd Airborne Division Association activities. The Chapter was awarded  a “Certificate of Achievement” for the outstanding membership performance. This certificate was presented to National Airborne Day Chairman Bud Dutton. Our membership roster is now at 346 minus 75 delinquent, a total of 271 in good standing. (Here is the complete 56th Convention Delegate After Action Report 2002).

Picnic Chairman Bob Elliott gave a report on the West Virginia outing. Bob noted the picnic has been a great success for the past three years with activities in Charles Town and Harpers Ferry, WV. These activities honored veterans of  WWII, Korea and Viet Nam We also enjoyed  the “Music in the Mountains” performed by the US Army Concert Band “Pershing’s Own”.  Thanks to Bob Elliott for three great chapter outings. Bob is being reassigned  from WV to the Veterans Administration Headquarters in Washington and suggested next year we picnic at a nearby area location. Vice Chairman Lewis thanked Bob for all the time and effort he put forth in chairing the annual picnics which have been so successful and at no cost to the chapter. Trooper Elliott thanked all who helped and a special thanks to Jeanie and Wally Parr for their assistance.

AUSA Army Ten Mile run Chairman Peter Gentieu gave an update on the activity. He noted the participation is up from 14,000 to 18,000 this year. Peter thanked the members, friends and relatives for volunteering to support the race. He described the volunteer parking locations and security requirements. around the Pentagon Building. Peter noted  the information may be downloaded from the Email site for future reference. The duty hours are 530AM to 12 Noon, October 20th 2002. A light breakfast will be served. A gift of a long sleeve T Shirt will be presented to all volunteers.


Veterans Day Hospitality Suite Chair, Dick Yates reports the activity is on track, having a problem with the caterer, but should be able to work it out.  Bob Beck, the Co-Chair is in the hospital at this time. We may need a replacement for him. Dick noted the need for volunteers to decorate the hospitality suite on Friday at 1600 hours, ready to serve a small group at 1800 hours. Sigh-up sheets will be available at the November 2nd meeting for volunteers to operate the suite on Friday and Saturday 1300 to Midnight and again on Monday the 11th from 1300 to 1800 hours. All assistance will be appreciated. 


Webmaster Bob Fritz informed the chapter, that for the past five years SY Technology has donated space on its server for the chapter website. Sy Technology has been purchased by L-3 Communications. Due to this change SY-Tech. will no longer be able to provide service to the chapter. Platinum Business Solutions, Inc. (PBS) of Silver Spring, MD has offered to provide hosting service for the chapter website for $120.00 per year. The first year fees will be donated by PBS. Webmaster Bob will continue to donate his services to maintain the website. A motion to accept the generous PBS, Inc offer of the website was made by Trooper Stoeckert, seconded by Ray Hilgart. The motion carried. Webmaster Fritz offered four domain names for the chapters selection. After a discussion, Bob Elliott made a motion to accept WWW.82ndairborne-washDC.org domain, seconded by Trooper Floyd Duckett and approved.


V. Chairman Denny Lewis requested we make a concerted effort to get as many member on the electronic newsletter as possible to cut down on the time and cost of sending out postal service newsletters.

Denny also opened the discussion of forming an officer nomination committee ASAP. After a lengthy discussion of the November elections, the members suggested a letter be sent to all members seeking nominations for the chapter vacancies.   


Skip McGrath reports the Christmas Banquet in the Fort Myer ‘O’ Club is on schedule. She needed input for meal selections. The members agreed, last years menu was excellent and no changes were necessary. Skip made an appeal for Christmas gift door prizes. She also noted she has completed the table Center Pieces. The Guest Speaker has not been finalized as yet. Suggestions were LTG K. Kellogg, MG Vines or an Afghanistan returnee, possibly the Brigade CSM. She hopes the cost will again be $30.00 per person with a guarantee of 50 or more guests.  


A discussion of the possibility of combining  the DC and RT Chapter was tabled until the November meeting. Denny suggested we form a committee to determine if the merger is in our best interest.. After further discussion, a motion to form a committee to study the feasibility of such a merger was made by George Stoeckert, seconded by Rick Sherlock and approved by the members. Discussions then turned to future meeting location and serving  refreshments at the monthly meetings. The members liked the idea  of going back to the Fort Myer Religious Education Building. A motion was made by Floyd Duckett to supply refreshments at the monthly meeting at an approximate cost of $30.00, seconded by Colonel Rick Sherlock.


The 50/50 raffle was won by Peter Gentieu who donated  the $30.00 to the Chapter. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ken Leggett, seconded by Jin Rodier and approved. Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY RICHARD YATES,    5 October 2002

Next meeting November 2nd 2002, See you there.

