WASHINGTON DC CHAPTER

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the May 4th 2002 Meeting


Chairman Greg Beach called the meeting to order at 1310 hours with 20 members present. Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Secretary Yates distributed copies of the April 6th Minutes for the members review. Buck Simmons made a motion to dispense of  the reading of the April Minutes and to accept them as written, seconded by George Stoeckert and approved.

Treasurer Wally Parr distributed copies of the Treasurers Report and described the debit and credit line items. Wally states the chapter is very solvent and on track with our budget. The $300.00 deposit check to the Fort Myer Officers Club was returned to the treasury. He received two more All-American Paid for Life members this week for a total of six this year, great Early-Bird income for our treasury.  National Director Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report, seconded by Bob Amos and approved by the members.  National Director Sumner informed the members that they could consider accepting a cash payment if we qualify for the Membership Excellence Award for 2002 in lieu of the 82nd Association Plaque.  

Chairman Beach welcomed Chaplain Buck Simmons back from Sick Call having been out with the flu.  Buck said Polly is much better also. Buck thanked the members for the cards and calls.  Secretary Yates presented a nice letter from Ken Leggett thanking the Chapter for cards and help during his prolonged hospital stay.  A letter was received from Elaine Ryan noting her change of address.  Elaine misses all her Chapter friends and the trips to Fort Bragg for All-American Week.

 Past Chairman Bill Ridley, Andrew AFB Open House Chairman, reports he hasn’t heard from Andrews AFB pertaining to changes of schedule or security during the air show.  A newspaper article states it will be only a two-day activity, Friday and Saturday, also parking will be at Fed Ex Field, then bussed to Andrews. No official word from air show contact officer.  Bill will get the word out about changes ASAP after contacting Andrews AFB again.

Because of prior Army commitments, the Chapter Chair and Vice Chairman will not be able to attend AAW or the National Convention.  Chairman Beach appointed Secretary Yates as the All-American Week and Convention Delegate for 2002.

D/Day Commemoration / 1SG Leonard Funk Luncheon Chairman Gordon Sumner met with the management of the Days Inn Motel and arrangements were made for the buffet luncheon to be held in the motel ballroom.  Gordon reports the meal is less expensive and a much better menu.  We have had “Chef Frankie” cater our evening dinner/meeting and the food and service was excellent.  Mrs. Funk will be our Guest of Honor and Dr. John Hardie, who served with 1SG Funk, will once again be our Guest Speaker.  His wife will also accompany Dr. Hardie.  The Funk Memorial Scholarship Committee will meet to select the winner of the Leonard Funk Scholarship Award.  Mrs. Gertrude Funk will present the Scholarship Award at the Luncheon.  Gordon asked all members to please return the menu selection by May 31. He then reminded the members that this is a family affair, so please bring your spouse, children or friends.  Please be reminded that alcohol may be consumed only in the restaurant downstairs.  He is shooting for at least 25 participants for the program that includes wreath laying at the 82nd Memorial and 1SG Funk’s Gravesite, the Scholarship Award and the Luncheon.  We will line up at the entrance to Arlington National Cemetery near the 101st Airborne Division Memorial between 11 and 11:30 AM, 8 June 2002.

Regarding the British Para’s visit, 26-28 May, on the way back to England the British Paratroopers will stay two days in the DC area.  The plans are to take them sightseeing around Arlington National Cemetery and Fort Myer, hosted by the 3rd Infantry Regiment  “Old Guard.  On the evening of May 28th the Chapter will host a buffet reception in the Days Inn Restaurant.  The Day’s Inn was kind enough to close to Restaurant to the general public, allowing us to have it there.  The Blue Ridge and the R. Tucker Chapter have been invited to attend and share the cost of the buffet with us. A Motion to help support to British Paras reception with $200.00 of the chapter funds was made by George Stoeckert, seconded by Dick Yates and approved.  The balance of the Reception is expected to be paid by the Reuben Tucker and/or the Blue Ridge Chapters.

Chairman Beach received word from Bob Elliott that the annual picnic was on track.  Dick Yates received a call from Peter Genteau asking for members to sign up for the picnic ASAP so Bob can get a handle on the necessary food.  Three members signed up at the meeting for a total of eight for the June 22nd affair.  Dick made a plea to sign up as soon as possible.  

Regarding the Support to the AUSA 10-miler Run on October 20th, Peter also made a plea for more volunteers ASAP to help out with the baggage handing task that we have supported for the past 2-3 years.  This year AUSA is asking us to provide more support due to the increase in security requirements and the lack of military support for this type of support task.  Peter needs to report to his Pentagon contact ASAP for the total numbers of volunteers he expects will participate so please don’t delay.  And remember, you may bring teenager friends and relatives.  The goal is 20 or more volunteers. Reporting time is 6AM, and we should be completed by 12 noon.  Exact Reporting Location will be provided, as we get closer to the event date.

The 50/50 Raffle was won by Chaplain Buck Simmons. Buck donated his $24.50 share of raffle to the chapter treasury. Thanks Buck.  Also many thanks to Wally and Jeanne Parr for their efforts with the monthly raffles.  Trooper Bob Amos made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Floyd Duckett and unanimously approved by the members present.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY, RICHARD YATES   5/5/02

Next meeting will be in conjunction with June 22nd Picnic.  See you there.

