WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the February 9th 2002 Meeting


Chairman Greg Beach called the meeting to order at 1300 hours. Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Invocation. After an unsuccessful request for a volunteer for the position of  Sergeant-at-Arms, Chairman Greg led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Greg opened the meeting by thanking Skip McGrath for an outstanding Christmas Banquet and program. He then asked the members to introduce themselves, describe what they’re doing now and their military background.

National Director Gordon Sumner made a motion to accept the November 4th 2001 Minutes as distributed by Secretary Yates, seconded by Chaplain Simmons and approved.  Treasurer Wally Parr gave a summery of the 2001 budget.  We had a cost overrun for 2001 of  $753.  This was caused by the purchase of the new “non-budgeted” chapter flag and two flag belts at $569 as well as the new chapter golf shirts at $402.  However, in summary, we had a $200 gain for the year.  A motion was made by Chapter Director Rick Sherlock to accept the 2001 Treasurers Report, seconded by Past Chairman Bill Ridley and approved.  The 2002 Treasurer’s Report was tabled until the March 2nd Meeting at which time the Treasurer will provide a budget for the membership’s review and approval.  

Chairman Beach made a motion to review Roberts Rules of Order, seconded by Director Sherlock and approved.  Per the Chapter By-Laws, Past Chairman Bill Ridley will furnish a copy of Roberts Rules.  Chairman Beach again thanked Skip McGrath for the excellent Christmas Program, also thanked Vice Chairman Denny Lewis and Chaplain Simmons and the members who attended the Arlington National Cemetery services for Trooper Forrest Simmons. 

Chaplain Simmons addressed the members as to the proper Wash DC Chapter ceremonies to be conducted at the burial sites as part of the 82nd Association’s Airborne Memorial Ceremony.  Besides the active participation of the Chairman and Chaplain per the By-Laws (see Ceremonies), all Paratroopers present are to participate as a group with the Chairman and Chaplain.  It’s customary to have the Paratroopers either line up behind or in to the side of the respective deceased during the Ceremony, then at the completion of the Ceremony each Paratrooper renders respects individually by facing the casket or urn, rendering a “Hand Salute” and moving away smartly.  Chaplin Simmons will present the outline for this formal ceremony at the next meeting.

Secretary Yates thanked Ken and Rita Leggett and Jim Rodier for their contributions to the chapter in memory Rose Krum and Forrest Simmons.  Also a friend of the Forrest Simmons family, Wesley Baughman contributed $100 dollars to the chapter in memory of Forrest.

Chairman Beach, as part of his opening remarks as the new Chairman, stated the need to keep the legacy of the Chapter alive, the need to reach out to our long time members and to the young active duty troopers who find it very difficult to relocate to the MDW where they don’t have the Division chain of command to lead and help them.  He wanted to get input, suggestions and general ideas from the membership on how to best maintain the membership as well as keeping the Chapter alive during the new year.  He looked forward to working and knowing everyone in the Chapter in 2002.   

Full membership rosters were distributed to the members. The Email roster will be ready for distribution at the March meeting.  Greg opened the discussion of the need to establish a Newsletter Committee to expedite the on-time delivery of the bi-monthly “DC 

Trooper”.  A committee of six volunteers signed up to prepare and mail out the newsletter. (Troopers Beach , Grier, Ridley, Hilgart, Sumner, Yates and Hyland).

NEW BUSINESS: The Joint Services Open House (Armed Forces Day) Chairman Bill Ridley is in contact with the Andrews Air Force Base for the May 17, 18 and 19th activity that includes 82nd Airborne Division parachute jumps all three days, weather permitting.  Bill will give an update on access to the base and other security measures that will be in effect. Also volunteer sign up sheets will be available March 2nd.

Bob Elliott opened the discussion of the chapter annual picnic planned for  Saturday June 22nd. He thanked Wally and Jeanie Parr for donating the watermelons last year.  The theme for 2002 will be WWII.  Bob needs additional WWII items for a poster he plans to exhibit in the pavilion, so bring what you can.  Again this year Chef Bob will serve chicken and hamburgers with all the fixins at a cost of only $10.00.  Trooper Bob asked for a few volunteers to set up the pavilion at 10AM with the picnic starting at 12 Noon.  The U.S. Army Band will perform during the Armed Forces “Music in the Park” program on this date.  A motion was made by Ray Hilgart that June 22, 2002 be the date for the annual picnic, seconded by Reggie Grier and approved. (A flyer for  sending reservations will be attached to the (DC Trooper Newsletter)

A motion was made by Ken Leggett to pay Chuck Iianni for 25 Pocket Association Patches received three months ago.  The cost is $5.00 each, total $125.00, second by National Director Sumner and approved.  

Veterans Representative, Reggie Grier informed the members of legislation passed by congress pertaining to veteran’s benefits.  Reggie displayed many pamphlets and handouts of changes and additions to the Veterans Benefit Programs.

Chairman Beach recognized National Director and Past Chairman Sumner who awarded “Past Chairman” Pins to Buck Simmons and Bill Ridley.  Gordon apologized for the lateness of the awards and thanked both for their leadership to the Wash DC Chapter.

Chairman Gordon Sumner of the D-Day/1SG Leonard Funk Memorial Ceremonies and 1SG Leonard Funk Memorial Luncheon informed the members the ceremonies and Luncheon is Saturday, June 8th 2002.  The June General Membership Meeting will be held prior to the activities.  (A flyer for sending reservations will be mailed with the DC Trooper Newsletter).

Treasurer Wally Parr explained the yearly membership renewal process:  Of the yearly membership dues sent to the National Office in North Carolina, they keep it all; yearly dues paid to the Washington, DC Chapter Treasurer, we earn $4.00 for chapter operating expenses.  Those who pay yearly dues please use the Wash., DC Chapter renewal form and mail your check to our Treasurer.

The February 50/50 raffle was won by Vice Chairman Denny Lewis who then donated his share to the chapter.  Thanks Denny, Airborne!!  

Chaplain Buck Simmons gave an update on Elaine Turner, wife of Past Chairman Verle Turner.  We all continue to remember them and hope for her continued recovery from her stroke last year as well as the health of Paratrooper Turner.  Paratrooper George Stoeckert gave an update on Mrs. Gertrude Funk who is now in a nursing home in Pennsylvania.  She is still planning on coming to the June Ceremonies and we all wish her well and look forward to seeing her then.  

National Director Sumner made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Past Chairman and Ex Officio Bill Ridley and approved by the members.  Chaplain Buck Simmons then lead us in the “Airborne Benediction”.

Next Meeting is March 2nd, 1300 hours, Days Inn Arlington.  See you there!

Airborne!  All the Way !!!

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY RICHARD YATES

February 18, 2002

