WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER, 82ND ABN DIV. ASSN.

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 29TH MEMBERSHIP MEETING


The General Membership meeting of the Washington, DC Chapter was held in the meeting room of the Arlington Boulevard Days Inn Motel.  Chairman Bill Ridley opened the meeting at 1300 hours with 19 members present.  Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  New member LTC Jim Whitenack (Ret) introduced himself and gave a report of his military assignments and experiences.  The members warmly welcomed Jim to the chapter.


A MOTION was made by Chapter Director Bob Beck to accept the June 9th meeting minutes as published in the August Newsletter, seconded by Buck Simmons and approved.  Trooper Ken Leggett inquired about the newsletter demotion of Lt. Gen. Jack Norton to Major General.  Sorry about that.  General Jack is hereby reinstated to his former rank.

 
Treasurer Wally Parr distributed copies of his Treasurer’s Report and explained each debit and credit line item.  He also informed the members of the change of banks due to recurring problems with Chevy Chase Bank.  The chapter’s funds are now with All First Bank of Baltimore which has many favorable advantages.  In regards to a state tax exempt number, Wally determined we don’t have or qualify for one.  He reports we are $388.00 below our 2001 budget.  A MOTION to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Bob Beck, seconded by George Stoeckert and approved.

OLD BUSINESS:  The Annual Picnic Chairman Bob Elliott gave a recap of the July 14th Picnic and US Army Concert in West Virginia.  Bob mentioned the 101 year young attendee who served in WWI and WWII, the distribution of ten French “Thank You” letters to veterans who served in France During WWII and the excellent US Army Band concert attended by an audience 6000 patriotic citizens. Chairman Ridley thanked Bob for an excellent program.

$25.00 donation to Ed Fund:  Buck Simmons opened a discussion of a motion that was approved at the June meeting, that, in lieu of sending Christmas cards between chapter members, members could give a $25.00 donation to the chapter educational fund.  To get the program off the ground, Buck made the initial donation.  All members participating in the program will be listed in the Chapter Newsletter.

Veterans Affairs :  Veterans Affairs Chairman Reggie Greer described the veteran handouts he was able to obtain from the Veterans Administration and explained some of the new programs available to the veterans.

NEW BUSINESS: The Early Bird Recruitment Drive Chairman Bob Amos explained the schedule for Fort Belvoir on October 13th 2001. The 1000 to 1600 hours should be manned on  two hour shifts. The members discussed the restrictions on entering the post and determined the Kingman Road gate had the shortest lines.


AUSA Ten-miler Run:  Chairman Peter Gentieu reports that the Pentagon AUSA Ten-miler Run was still on.  He is in contact with the Pentagon POC Kris Henn who has not determined the exact location of the baggage area.  Peter thanked the 19  volunteers which qualified the chapter as an individual group.  Chairman Bill thanked Peter for all his efforts and a job well done.


Veterans Day:  Chairman Ridley and Secretary Yates met with the 82nd Div. Assn. Project Officer for the preliminary assignment of duties for both the DC and R. Tucker Chapters.  A second meeting will be in October.  Bill asked for a volunteer chairman for this event.  We’re still looking for one.  The Hospitality Suite will be in operation November 8 – 11, 1300 to 2400 hours.  Decoration of the suite will be 1600 hours on Thursday the 8th and beverage service will be at 1800 hours.  We will need volunteers for all duties, with signup boards available at the October 18th meeting.  The DC Chapter will purchase the 82nd Memorial Wreath, same as we have in past years at a cost of $90.00.  Secretary Yates has been in contact with the caterer for this event.


Chapter Elections 2002:  In the absence of National Director & Chapter Election Chairman Gordon Sumner, Chairman Ridley opened the discussion of elections in November in preparation to the installation of officers at the December Meeting.  We still need nominations for Chairman and two Directors.


Christmas Banquet:  Christmas Banquet Chairwoman Skip McGrath described the choice of menus and costs for the Banquet/Installation of Officers event at the Officers Club, Fort Myer on December 7th, 2001.  The members agreed on Skip’s recommendations, which are basically the same as last year. Cocktails at 6:30, program at 7:30 and meal at 7:45 PM.  Skip will again make the centerpieces for all tables.  We must have a list of attendees to the Post MP’s by the end of November for admittance to Fort Myer.  Trooper Ed Maltese has lined up a speaker for the Christmas Banquet.  A Pearl Harbor Veteran, Victor F. Langbauer who will speak of his experiences on December 7th, 1941.  President Beekman and Executive Secretary De Jesus and their spouses will attend.


Get Well and Sympathy Cards: Chaplain Simmons ask for guidance on sending Get Well and Sympathy cards in reference to Article 13 of the Chapter Bylaws.  After a long discussion a MOTION by George Stoeckert to allow the Chaplain to use his own good judgment as to who to send cards, both members and non-members of the chapter, seconded by Reggie Greer and approved.


New Meeting Location: Chairman Ridley opened the discussion on a new location for the monthly meetings because of the accessibility problems of Fort Myer.  Bill is seeking new sites.  The next meeting on October 18th will be a dinner buffet at the Arlington Boulevard, Days Inn, October 18th.  The program will be Pat O’Donnell; the noted author of the Best Seller, “Beyond Valor”.  Also National Director Sumner will present the new Officers slate for 2002.


Condolences and Sick Call:  Chapter Director Bob Beck noted the passing of past chapter member Bob Bradley. No additional details were provided.

Raffle Drawing:  Chapter Director Bob Amos was the winner of the 50/50 drawing.  Bob donated the $31.00 to the chapter.


MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by Secretary Yates, seconded by Director Amos and approved.  Chaplain Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction.

 Respectfully submitted by the Secretary, Richard Yates

