GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 4TH, 2000 

WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER, 82ND AIRBORNE DIV. ASSN.

The general membership meeting of the Washington, DC Chapter was held in

the Religious Education Building, Main Post Chapel,  Fort Myer, Virginia.

Chairman Bill Ridley opened the meeting at 1300 hours with 21 members

present. Our Chaplain Emeritus Trooper Dick Owen gave the invocation,

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Ridley. The

Chairman reported he was happy to be back after a month in Germany. He

thanked Vice Chairman Colonel Bob Woods for chairing the past two

meetings. A certificate of appreciation was presented to Trooper Bob

Elliott for his outstanding effort during the Chapters annual picnic

held in West Virginia. The food and program was great.  Copies of the

agenda and Treasurers Report were distributed to the members.  A

correction to the October 2000 Minutes as to the donation of $15.00 by

Forrest Simmons was noted by the Treasurer.  The actual donation was

$8.00

A motion to accept the corrected October 7th minutes as published in the

DC Trooper Newsletter was made by Trooper Buck Simmons, seconded by

Verle Turner and approved.

The Secretaries correspondence included letters from Frank Varelli

concerning the Veterans Day Hospitality Suite, including room

confirmation, from Frank Branch describing his catering service, menus

and a contract, also a letter from an 82nd Association trooper who lost

his home to fire and was looking for donations from the chapter and

Association to rebuild his home.

Treasurer Peter Gentieu distributed the Financial Report, described the

line items of the report.  Peter noted the 2000 Proposed Budget is $1200

below budget which needs to be picked up.  He suggested some cuts in

expenses and ways to increase revenue.  The membership was asked to come

up with suggestions to increase the treasury funds.  A motion to accept

the Treasurers Report was made by Buck Simmons, seconded by Reggie Grier

and approved.

OLD BUSINESS: AUSA 10-Miler, Chairman Peter Gentieu reported the Army

10-mile race was a success for the Chapter’s three runners and nine

support volunteers. The nine volunteers qualified the Chapter for

displaying our large DC Chapter Banner on the Pentagon parking lot.

Peter described the many fun activities available after the race for

both adults and children, plus good food sales. 

FALL Recruitment Drive Chairman Colonel Bob Woods reports the drive was a success.  The Chapter had teams at Fort Belvoir and Fort Myer on October 21st. Bob reports the sales of T-shirts, DC patches and cozies was outstanding. The teams recruited one transfer and one new member. Bob thanked the volunteers

for a job well done.

NEW BUSINESS: Veterans Day, Hospitality Suite Chairman Dick Yates

reported the activity was on track, with all supplies, decorations, food

service contract, beverages, hotel rooms and  scheduled volunteers in

place. Christmas Banquet Chairwoman Skip McGrath reports the December

16th  Banquet/Installation of Officers is in place. The Abrams & Chaffee

Rooms have been reserved, the menu finalized, and the table centerpieces

completed.  Skip says the reservation response has been slow and requests

meal selections as soon as possible.  The results of the November

elections are CHAIRMAN- Bill Ridley, VICE CHAIRMAN- Colonel Bob Woods,

SECRETARY-  Dick Yates, TREASURER- Wally Parr, CHAPLAIN- Buck Simmons.

OTHER BUSINESS: Veterans Affairs Chairman Reggie Grier gave a report on

veterans benefits and passed out copies of  the Veterans Administration

year 2000 pamphlets.  Bob Elliott asked all Korean War Veterans to see him for applications for the Korean War Medal issued by the Republic of Korea.                                    Ken Leggett reports Bud Dutton had a TIA, mini-stroke and has returned

home.  The 50/50 Raffle was won by Ken Leggett, who donated $27 to the Chapter Treasury.

A motion to close the meeting was made by Jim Rodier, seconded by

Reggie Grier and approved by the members.  The Airborne Benediction was given by Chaplain Dick Owen.

