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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER

Fellow Troopers,

As the Chapter’s elections approach us in
November, | am aware that my tenure as your
Chairman is nearing an end. For me, the
position of Chairman is an honored position
and one that | am proud to have held in the
finest fraternity of warriors on this earth. It has
been an honor to have served with you
heroes. These past two years as your
Chairman will always be remembered as some
of the most memorable of my life! Times | will
never forget. | would like to thank the support
the members, officers and directors provided
me, especially the tireless efforts of Trooper
Dick Yates, who did much more than serve as
Secretary. Dick, was that “Go to Guy” who
always got things done. Also, a special thanks
to Trooper Gordon Sumner, our National
Director, for his wise council and dauntless
support.

| leave the Chairmanship confident of the
Chapter’s future. There is a nucleus of loyal,
participatory members who will support the
new Chairman, officers and directors. They
will ultimately ensure the success and health
of the Washington DC Chapter, 82d Airborne
Division Association. America’s best.

There are still things we can all do to
enhance the Chapter. So, | leave you with the
same message | came into office with: “ GET
INVOLVED.”

Airborne All the Way!! Bill

From the Secretary:

A reminder to all who are not “All American Paid
for Life” members of the Washington, DC Chapter, the
2002 “Early Bird” membership application and dues
should be submitted to the Treasurer before November
19th. All membership and renewal applications should
be submitted prior to January 1% to ensure continued
receipt of the Paraglide. Please do so as soon as
possible. There is an application blank enclosed in this
newsletter.

Members are requested to submit address
changes to the National Association and the Chapter
Secretary on a timely basis. It is especially important to
keep the National office advised because they must pay
a $ .60 charge for all returned PARAGLIDES. The
winter edition of the Paraglide will be in the mail 15 JAN
2002.

A belated welcome to the Chapter of COL (ret.)
James H. Kovach. Jim has been a member for a year.
Welcome aboard Jim.

Last be not least, the Secretary’s list for Santa:

1. Be an “All American” paid for life member - save me
time, letters and stamps.
2. Submit your Email address to the Chapter - more
savings to the Chapter.
3. Send address changes 30 days in advance.
4. Attend meetings and activities - I've posted your
name and would like to meet you.
5. A Quartermaster - to assist me with the banner,
flags and Chapter’s sales inventory.
Dick Yates
Secretary
703 256-7397
ry82divarty@hotmail.com

Next Activity: Chapter Meeting (Election Day) — 1300 (1PM) .... Days Inn, Arlington



WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTER
82NP AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE October 18, 2001 MEETING

The General Membership meeting of the Washington, DC Chapter was held in the
meeting room of the Arlington Boulevard, Days Inn Motel. Chairman Bill Ridley opened the
dinner meeting at 1815 hours with 21 members in attendance. Chaplain Buck Simmons gave
the invocation and dinner blessing. We were then treated to a very fine buffet dinner catered
by Chef Frankie. The food was excellent and the patriotic table decorations outstanding.
Chairman Ridley thanked Frankie for a job well done.

The program for the evening was the airborne historian noted “Best Selling” author and
fellow member of our Washington DC chapter, Mr. Pat O’'Donnell, author of “Beyond Valor”.
Pat described to us his efforts in publishing this book that took nearly ten years to complete.
Pat mentioned that he interviewed more than 1000 Airborne, Ranger and Special Forces
veterans and even some of their former adversaries. The veteran’s stories capture the entire
war in Europe from D-Day to V-E Day from the Airborne and Ranger perspective. Pat also
created the web site “The Drop Zone” (www.thedropzone.com) as a means of interviewing
these and other combat veterans.

We welcomed one of our newest chapter members, Colonel Bill Bell (USA, Retired).
Bill introduced himself to the members and described his military assignments and
experiences, including his 12 years of his 27- year career with the 82" Airborne Division. Bill
was deployed to Grenada as a Signal Company Commander and to Desert Shield and Desert
Storm as a Signal Battalion Commander. Chairman Ridley and the members gave Colonel
Bell a warm welcome.

Treasurer Wally Parr will give the October/November Treasurers Report at the Nov. 3™
Meeting. A motion to accept the September 29" “Meeting Minutes” as published in the
handouts was made by Chpt Director Bob Beck, seconded by National Director Gordon
Sumner and approved.

Nomination Committee Chairman Gordon Sumner presented the New Officers and
Board of Directors slate for the year 2002 in the form of a motion. The new candidates will
present themselves at the November 3™ general membership meeting. Also, any additional
candidate nominations will be accepted from the floor at that meeting. During the November
3" meeting, the elections will be completed in accordance with the chapter by-laws following
the presentations. A second to the motion to accept the slate of nominees was made by Buck
Simmons and approved.

Veterans Day Chairman Dick Yates announced the Veterans Day Hospitality Suite days
of operation will be November 8, 9, 10 and 11™. This year the Project Officer has mandated
the room will be in operation on November 8" from 1800 hours to Midnight. Decoration of the
room will be from 4 to 6 PM on Thursday Nov. 8". A lengthy discussion about supporting an
Airborne display in the hospitality room will continue at the November 3™ meeting. The
Reuben Tucker Chapter is contracting for the display and we were asked to contribute half the
cost. Discussion followed with the membership expressing disapproval of expending Chapter
funds for the display (est. cost of $300). National Director Sumner said he would approach the
National Association leadership and request with this being an Association event that possibly
the total cost ($600) would be provided by the Association and not the respective Chapters.
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He will provide the Chapter leadership of his findings. The cost of the food catering service
has been finalized. The members agreed to purchase and present a gift to the 82" Airborne
Division Color Guard in appreciation of their outstanding assistance during this four day 82"
Association event. Sign-up sheets for volunteers to decorate and maintain the Hospitality
Suite was passed around during the meeting and will also be available for sign-up during the
Nov. 3 meeting. Contact Dick ASAP and help by volunteering.

Email: ry82divarty@hotmail.com Phone: 703-256-7397

Christmas Banquet Chairwoman Skip McGrath reminded the members to get their food
selection and monies to her “No Later Than” December 1st. The cocktail hour is 7 to 8 PM.
The guest speaker for the December 7" Christmas Program will be Pearl Harbor Survivor
Victor Langbauer. Also, it is especially important this year to get your RSVP’s in quickly so she
can get the roster of the attendee’s names to the Provost Marshall and the MP’s at the gate of
Fort Myer. It is hoped that by having the names in earlier will enable the membership easier
access onto Fort Myer that evening. All members are reminded to allow yourself sufficient
time to clear the gate check and auto inspection due to the continued high “state of alert” still in
force on Post.

Chaplain Simmons reported Elaine Turner is recuperating from a stroke and will return
home within a few days. George Stoeckert is on the mend and should attend the November
Meeting. Chairman Ridley expressed the chapter's sympathy to Herm Krum at the loss of his
wife Rose.

Gordon Sumner made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by Bob Beck and
approved. Chaplain Buck Simmons gave the Airborne Benediction.

Respectfully submitted by the Secretary, Richard Yates.

The Army 10 Miler Cancelled

Unfortunately, due the 11 SEP terrorists’ attacks and events following it, the
Army decided to cancel the Army’s Annual 10 Mile Run. Trooper Pete Gentieu
did a super job putting together a great support team from the Chapter. Despite
the disappointment at the cancellation, Pete was able to obtain commemorative
T-Shirts for all the Chapter volunteers. Thanks again to the following volunteers:

1. Dick Yates 2. Peyton Williams 3. Catherine Williams 4. Gordon Sumner
5. Paul Staller 6. Rob Skinner 7. Kathy Porter 8. Gerry Porter

9. RitaLeggett 10. Ken Leggett 11. Ray Hilgart 12. Ken Hanretta

13. Reggie Grier 14. Rudi Gresham 15. Pete Gentieu 16. John Elliott
17. Elizabeth Elliott 18. Bob Elliott 19. Floyd Duckett 20. Noel Boatswain
21. Bob Beck 22. Bob Amos



Chapter Elections 2001

October 18, 2001

General Membership
Washington DC Chapter
82" Airborne Division Association

Dear Fellow Paratroopers and Glidermen,

As the Chairman of the Washington DC Chapter 2002 Nominating Committee, and in
accordance with (IAW) our Chapter By-Laws, | am pleased to present to the General
Membership the following outstanding members to be placed in nomination as Chapter
Officers:

Chairman: Greg Beach
Vice Chairman: Denny Lewis
Secretary: Dick Yates
Treasurer: Wally Parr
Chaplain: Buck Simmons

Additionally, IAW the Chapter By-Laws, | am pleased to present to the General
Membership the following outstanding members to be placed in nomination to fill three (3)
positions within the Chapter’s Board of Directors. The three nominees receiving the most
votes will be elected to office. They will join the current Board of Directors; Ray Hilgart, Bob
Amos and Bob Beck, whose terms expires December 31, 2002.

Director: Floyd Duckett

Director: Reggie Grier (out-going Director)
Director: Bill Lemnitzer (out-going Director)
Director: Jim Littig

Director: Rick Sherlock

Director: Rob Skinner

IAW the Washington DC Chapter By-Laws, the “General Election” will be held during
the General Membership Meeting, November 3™. All members must be present to vote, no
proxy votes are authorized. This is a very important meeting as we select our new leadership
as well as voice our support to these great members as they take on the leadership roles and
responsibilities to lead our Chapter 2002.

| also want to thank my fellow Nominating Committee members, Bob Amos and Bill
Lemnitzer for their input and support during the past few months.

Airborne! Air Cav!

Gordon Sumner
National Director and Chairman
Wash DC Chpt, Nominating Comm

If you need more information and/or interested in these positions, contact Gordon at his office: 703
769 1427, FAX: 703 769-1456 or email: gsumner@sy-dc.com.
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“‘VOLUNTEERS STILL Needed for Veterans Day”

From 8-11 NOV the Chapter will operate the Associations Hospitality Suite at the
Days Inn, across from Ft. Myer. This is in conjunction with the Veteran Day
activities in and around Arlington Cemetery. We need people to help set up,
maintain, sales and take down the room, more than just tending bar. Contact
Dick Yates at 703-256-7397 or the Chairman at 703-250-3044 (bktravel@erols.com)
The following Hospitality Suite positions require volunteers:

THU (8 NOV)

4 PM Decorations
6 and 8 PM Bar Tender & Suite maintenance

FRI (9 NOV)

1, 4, 6. and 8 PM Bar Tender & Suite maintenance
SAT (10 NOV)

Same requirement as 9 NOV

SUN (11 NOV)

1 and 4 PM Bar Tender and Suite breakdown

Congratulations to the following new and transfer “All American” paid for life members who
will be “Early Birds” for the year 2002 and for evermore. Thank you, one and all.

SSG Scott W. Brown 1-17" Cavalry Fort Belvoir, VA
Steven J. Cohen 505" PIR, 129" L.R.S. (Abn) MDNG  Darnstown, MD
William H. Bell Il 82" Signal Bn, 82™ Mitchellville, MD
Robert F. Elliott 307 Medical Bn, g2"d Martinsburg, WV
N. Peter Gentieu 2/504 PIR, Ranger School Alexandria, VA
Jeffery L. Givans HHC 307 Engr, 37" Engr Bn Selbyville, DE
Joseph M. Lenyi 503 PIR, 505" PIR, Raiders Woodbridge, VA
Bill Lowe Hq Co Signal Battalion Chantilly, VA
Jack O’Neill 307 Engr Bn,, HHC 20" Engr Bn Alexandria, VA
LTC Anthony Ramienski HHC 504, HHC 1 BDE, HHC 313 MI Olney, MD

SGT Shawn J. Stevens 3/ 505" PIR Fort Belvoir, VA
Peyton R. Williams 278" MI, 20" SFGA, E/51% Inf. Burke, VA

New Members for 2002, welcome aboard and thanks for hooking up with the DC Chapter.

Roy E. Blades XVIII Abn Corp, 612 QM Co. Easton, MD
Edward R. Ettner, Jr. HHC 505 PIR, 21% CML Co Fairfax Station, VA
Eugene Levine HHC, 82", 11™ Air support party Potomac, MD
James A. Whitenack Co I, 3 Bn, 505" PIR Springfield, VA
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